
 

Today’s Order of Worship 

 

Announcements:   Greg Lowery 

 

Song Leader:    Billy Box     

 

Opening Prayer:     David Key  

 

On the Table:  Head -  Al Corkren   

   Servers - Bradley Box 

     Ralph Burleson    

      

Closing Prayer:   Eddie Dickinson      

 

Preparing the Lord’s Supper  Deborah Box  
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Laziness Will Not 
Get One To Heaven 
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THOSE WHO NEED OUR PRAYERS 

 

Please remember Lannie & the family in your prayers during this difficult time; Mr.’s 

Glenda will be greatly missed.  

 

Please remember the family of Charles Cagle in your prayers. 

 

Mary Rainey: has bone cancer throughout her body, please be praying for her and her 

family 

 

Jimmie Ann Hardy {Carolyn’s Sister} is in the nursing home in Guin, pray for her she 

has some ongoing health issues 

 

Joey Colburn: is taking treatments for cancer, please pray that the treatments will be 

successful in defeating his cancer 

  

Maddie Bishop (12 yr. old Haleyville) diagnosed with stage 4 Ewing sarcoma, last 

scans revealed continued healing of femur and stable lung, next scans in January, please 

continue to pray for good results 

 

Don Lawrence: please be praying that the current meds that he is taking will help him 

with some problems he is having, be praying for the family as well as they care for him  

 

Danny Berryhill: recently had stints for his heart, please keep him your prayers   

 

Mason Estes: he is need of a liver transplant; please be keeping him and his family in 

your prayers 

 

Kathy Garrison: currently taking med’s to help fight cancer, please continue to pray that 

this cancer can be defeated 

 

Hunter Stewart: scheduled to see a neurologist, pray he will receive the help he needs 

 

Mason Salter: 16 year old diagnosed with Sickle Cell Crisis; pray for him, his family, 

and the medical staff working with him 

 

Russell Estes: continue to keep him in your prayers as he battles cancer  

 

 

The Cry of Wisdom (Proverbs 8) 

By Sam Willcut  

 

Many understand that wisdom often incorporates knowledge and experience. Since 

the acquisition of knowledge takes time, and experience underscores time, then older 

adults often gain wisdom that our youth do not have as of yet. The Bible emphasizes 

that youth need to heed the wisdom from those who are older and more mature (1 

Kings 12:1-15). This is why the book of Proverbs begins with instructions from a 

father to a son (Prov. 1-10) and ends with the virtue of a mother (Prov. 31). In other 

words, our youth need to listen more to the wisdom of their parents! Yet, it seems to 

this author that our current generations need this lesson more than ever. What is the 

relationship between wisdom and youth? Let us seek to answer this question by 

noting some things in Proverbs 8. 

 

First, we see the open cry of wisdom (8:1-4). The fact that she cries and puts forth her 

voice indicates the openness of wisdom. Solomon then points out the variety of places 

where one may find her—high places, paths, gates and doors—illustrating that one 

may find wisdom everywhere! Therefore, our youth need to have their eyes wide 

open to the situations around them and be able to recall instruction from their parents 

and other wise adults to detect her open call. Usually, all it takes is the willingness to 

listen (1:5-6; 2:1-5). Thus, youth have no excuse when it comes to acquiring 

wisdom—her open call renders their excuse, “Oh, but this is just the way that I am!” 

useless! 

 

Second, we see the upright cry of wisdom (8:5-9). Wisdom does not hide behind 

falsehood, but is always honest and righteous. Youth often face temptation from their 

peers and friends to join them in dishonest ventures (1:10-19), but youth need to learn 

the cautious wisdom from those who are older and wiser—“Evil companionships 

corrupt good morals” (1 Cor. 15:33, ASV). 

 

Third, we see the valuable cry of wisdom (8:10- 11). As Solomon would often 

reiterate, wisdom is more valuable than silver, gold or any precious jewel (3:15; 

16:16). Therefore, Solomon is able to place the acquisition of true wisdom as the 

principal object to gain in life (4:5-7). 
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THOSE WHO NEED OUR PRAYERS 

 

Kristi White: latest scans showed that she was cancer free; please continue to keep her 

in your prayers that she will continue to improve 

 

Van Roberts: finished radiation treatments continue to pray for him to have strength so 

he can have surgery to cement his vertebrae and that his cancer can be defeated  

 

Philip Anderson (Aaron Fletcher’s nephew) : has renal failure and has started taking 

dialysis, please continue to keep him in your prayers 

 

Delacy Berryhill: diagnosed with black lung also COPD, please keep him in your 

prayers 

 

Nakoda Posey {infant son of Tiffany Posey}: currently he is off on his growth chart 

parents have asked us to keep him in our prayers that things will change for the better 

 

Shauna Silas: currently taking oral treatments for cancer, please pray that the meds will 

help her 

 

Henry Franks: 9 year old battling cancer; last scans showed no cancer, will take another 

round of treatments and then another scan, please pray for good results 

 

Wade Webb: had tumor removed from his bladder, no other signs of cancer found, 

please pray that next scans will reveals no cancer and that further treatments will not be 

necessary 

 

Faye Jordan: has blockages going to her heart; scheduled for a heart catheterization 

Wednesday; please pray that it goes well    

 

Kim Burrows (correspondence student): dealing with Stage 3 kidney disease; pray that 

the doctor’s treating her can deal with this serious problem 

 

Remi Alexander (7 yr. old) masses on her carotid artery, please pray that these masses 

can be treated and dealt with successfully and she has no further problems 

 

Myra Miles: taking cancer treatments; pray the treatments will be effective 

 

 

 

Fourth, we see the uncompromising cry of wisdom (8:12-13). When it comes to the cry 

of wisdom, there can be no compromising between good and evil! “The fear of the 

Lord,” which is “the beginning of wisdom” (1:7; 15:33), dictates that I must hate and 

oppose all forms of evil. Youth need to learn this lesson early, as they will be tempted 

often with that which is ungodly. 

 

Fifth, we see the strong cry of wisdom (8:14-16). Wisdom is not weak; doing that 

which is right is always strong! Youth may confuse that which looks weak in the 

worldly eyes to be such, but wisdom understands that godly strength is always strong, 

no matter how it appears in the public eye! 

 

Finally, we see the blessed cry of wisdom (8:17- 36). This chapter of wisdom closes 

with various statements made as to the by-product of wisdom, or the effect in the life of 

one who acquires wisdom. Parents need to model this wisdom so that youth can see 

such and learn by it. 

 

Therefore, the relationship of youth and wisdom can be gleaned from this cry of 

wisdom—it is open, upright, valuable, uncompromising, strong, and blessed. No 

wonder this book of wisdom stresses the importance of the attitude that youth have 

towards their parents. One of the most basic and fundamental lessons of life for young 

people is to learn to develop the right attitude towards their parents, because parents are 

to teach and model these cries of wisdom in the home. Godly parents will develop a 

right relationship with God, and form this within the life of their children. How our 

youth respond to their parents (and other wise adults) will determine how they develop 

in their own lives as adults, and whether they glean from wisdom early in their lives. 

Usually, selfish children become selfish adults and do not prosper from wisdom. A 

child who thinks that everything belongs to them will develop into an unhappy adult. A 

child who chooses bad relationships hinders their acquisition to wisdom. Unless youth 

hear the cry of wisdom early in their lifetime, they could forget about God when they 

leave home (cf. Eccl. 12:1). 

 

Obtained at: www.churchofchristarticles.com  
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The Bible and the Death Penalty 

By Jonathan McAnulty 

 

The question of Capital Punishment has been raised; a question the answer to of which 

is more important to Christian doctrine than some might think. 

 

The Roman Catholic Pope, Francis, issued a recent decree changing the doctrine of his 

church regarding the issue, and creating something of a firestorm of controversy within 

the Catholic church. According to Francis, the death penalty is unacceptable and 

immoral and constitutes “an attack” on human dignity. These views aren’t exactly 

noteworthy, as he had written articles in years past stating much the same. What is 

somewhat startling is the claim made by Catholic officials that this doctrinal stance is in 

harmony with both historical Catholic teaching and the Bible. 

 

We’ll leave the historical argument to others with more vested interest in Catholicism. 

What we are most interested in is what the Bible actually teaches on the matter. 

 

Biblically, the validity of the death penalty, when enacted by government authorities, is 

about as uncontested a doctrine as one can find. When Noah first stepped off the ark, 

God established the following principle: “Surely for your lifeblood I will demand a 

reckoning; from the hand of every beast I will require it, and from the hand of man. 

From the hand of every man’s brother I will require the life of man. Whoever sheds 

man’s blood, by man his blood shall be shed; for in the image of God He made man.” 

(Genesis 9:5-6; NKJV) 

 

Pointedly, we might observe the death penalty was enacted by God as a safeguard 

against the violation of “human dignity.” To enact it therefore is to uphold human 

dignity, and to ignore it is to lessen human worth. 

 

In the books of Moses, the first five books of the Bible and the cornerstone of the Old 

Testament, the death penalty is mentioned in every book as valid. Three of the crimes 

for which it was deemed appropriate by God were murder, kidnapping and rape. Again, 

all crimes against “human dignity.” Each man is special, made in God’s image, and we 

should treat each other accordingly. When we fail to do so, God insists there be 

consequences. 

In the New Testament, Jesus had no problems with the death penalty. Even when on 

trial for His life, he plainly told Pilate that He agreed Pilate had authority to put Him to 

death. Jesus’ main quibble was that He believed the authority came from God, not 

man. (cf. John 19:10-11) This same attitude was later echoed by the apostle Paul, when 

he stood before Festus, stating, “If I am an offender, or have committed anything 

deserving of death, I do not object to dying.” (cf. Acts 25:11) 

 

Sometime before this, Paul had written to the Roman church concerning government 

authority, and stated, as an inspired prophet of God, “[the government authority] does 

not bear the sword in vain; for he is God’s minister, an avenger to execute wrath on 

him who practices evil.” (Romans 13:4b; NKJV) The “sword” Paul mentions was the 

means by which Rome executed its own citizens. 

 

The biblical authority for the death penalty is well established from beginning to end of 

the Bible. One must seriously question the validity or understanding of those who, 

claiming to be speaking on behalf of God, claim otherwise. God is the same yesterday, 

today and forever, and His opinion on such things is not subject to change; nor will His 

word change. (cf. Hebrews 1:10-12; 1 Peter 1:22-25) Bluntly, Catholics must ask 

themselves, do they believe God’s Word or do they believe their Pope? 

 

Further, one of the things God is trying to teach us in the Bible is the principle of 

consequences. God has always tried to teach men that certain actions have certain 

consequences. Men obviously don’t always apply these consequences as they should, 

but God does so unfailingly. Men might miscarry justice; God never does. 

 

This principle of consequences is important to get right because it affects our 

understanding of sin in general. All sin creates immediate consequences in this life. 

But sin also brings eternal consequences. Thus, God has taught men, “the wages of sin 

is death.” (Romans 6:23a). In this case spiritual death; also called hell. Murder may be 

an attack against human dignity, but sin is an attack against God’s dignity, and the 

consequences are much more severe. It is the reality of these consequences that God 

wants us to understand, because only in accepting that will we accept the gift of God, 

in Christ Jesus: eternal life. (cf. Romans 6:23b) 

 

Obtained at: www.churchofchristarticles.com  


