
 

Today’s Order of Worship 

 

Announcements:   Greg Lowery 

 

Song Leader:    Billy Box     

 

Opening Prayer:     David Key  

 

On the Table:  Head -  Al Corkren   

   Servers - Bradley Box 

     Ralph Burleson    

      

Closing Prayer:   Eddie Dickinson      

 

Preparing the Lord’s Supper  Deborah Box  

 

Weekly Service Times 

Sunday 

   Bible Study    10:00 am 

   Morning Worship   10:45 am 

   Evening Worship   5:00 pm 

 

Wednesday 
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Giving Our All 
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THOSE WHO NEED OUR PRAYERS 

 

Timmy Weeks: has a cyst on his thyroid they are running test on a sample, please be 

praying that the cyst is benign  

 

Mary Rainey: has bone cancer throughout her body, please be praying for her and her 

family 

 

Jimmie Ann Hardy {Carolyn’s Sister} is in the nursing home in Guin, pray for her she 

has some ongoing health issues 

 

Joey Colburn: is taking treatments for cancer, please pray that the treatments will be 

successful in defeating his cancer 

  

Don Lawrence: please be praying that the current meds that he is taking will help him 

with some problems he is having, be praying for the family as well as they care for him  

 

Danny Berryhill: recently had stints for his heart and is taking med’s for a blood 

infection, please keep him your prayers   

 

Mason Estes: he is need of a liver transplant; please be keeping him and his family in 

your prayers 

 

Kathy Garrison: currently taking med’s to help fight cancer, please continue to pray that 

this cancer can be defeated 

 

Hunter Stewart: scheduled to see a neurologist, pray he will receive the help he needs 

 

Mason Salter: 16 year old diagnosed with Sickle Cell Crisis; pray for him, his family, 

and the medical staff working with him 

 

Russell Estes: continue to keep him in your prayers as he battles cancer  

 

Delacy Berryhill: diagnosed with black lung also COPD, please keep him in your 

prayers 

 

Myra Miles: taking cancer treatments; pray the treatments will be effective 

 

 

Get Behind Me Satan 

By Robert Johnson 

 

“Then Peter took Him aside and began to rebuke Him, saying, ‘Far be it from You, 

Lord; this shall not happen to You!’ But He turned and said to Peter, ‘Get behind Me, 

Satan! You are an offense to Me, for you are not mindful of the things of God, but the 

things of men’” (Matthew 16:22-23 NKJV). During the ministry of Christ, 

expectations were high for the coming of the Messiah. Those expectations were 

wrapped up in political desires of a leader who would defeat the Romans and 

establish Israel as a dominant power again. He would take care of everyone’s needs, 

including dietary, protective, financial and everything else. You can imagine, then, 

the excitement of so many when Jesus healed the sick, fed the multitudes, cast out 

demons and raised the dead. Perhaps this idea was expressed best at the feeding of the 

5,000, where John recorded the people as saying, “…This is truly the Prophet who is 

to come into the world” (John 6:14), and “Jesus perceived that they were about to 

come and take Him by force to make Him king” (John 6:15). 

 

So, when Jesus revealed to the apostles that being the Messiah meant “He must go to 

Jerusalem, and suffer many things from the elders and chief priests and scribes, and 

be killed” (Matthew 16:21), Peter responded vehemently that this would not happen. 

After all, it went against everything he and the Jews believed about what it meant for 

One to be the Messiah. He would never die, as He would always reign over His 

people. While that fit a materialistic view of life, it didn’t fit the will of God, as Jesus’ 

death was essential to fulfill the world’s greatest need, the forgiveness of sins (1 John 

2:2). Peter’s views of the Messiah and Jesus’ work as the Messiah were diametrically 

opposed. Because of this, Jesus rightly said Peter was acting as Satan, rejecting the 

will of God and substituting His own in its place. It seems so contradictory he could 

confess Jesus as the Son of God (Matthew 16:16), and yet, he could so quickly reject 

the will of God as revealed in Christ for something entirely different. 

 

One of the lessons we should take from this is how easy it is to say Jesus is the Son of 

God, but then place ourselves above Him by putting our desires above His. James 

described this when he wrote, “Whoever therefore wants to be a friend of the world 

makes himself an enemy of God” (James 4:4).  Paul spoke to how serious this is when 
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THOSE WHO NEED OUR PRAYERS 

 

Kristi White: latest scans showed that she was cancer free; please continue to keep her 

in your prayers that she will continue to improve 

 

Van Roberts: finished radiation treatments continue to pray for him to have strength so 

he can have surgery to cement his vertebrae and that his cancer can be defeated  

 

Philip Anderson (Aaron Fletcher’s nephew) : has renal failure and has started taking 

dialysis, please continue to keep him in your prayers 

 

Shauna Silas: currently taking oral treatments for cancer, please pray that the meds will 

help her 

 

Henry Franks: 9 year old battling cancer; last scans showed no cancer, will take another 

round of treatments and then another scan, please pray for good results 

 

Kim Burrows (correspondence student): dealing with Stage 3 kidney disease; pray that 

the doctor’s treating her can deal with this serious problem 

 

Remi Alexander (7 yr. old) masses on her carotid artery, please pray that these masses 

can be treated and dealt with successfully and she has no further problems 

 

Johnny Sprinkle: is dealing with some serious health issues with his kidneys, bladder 

and heart; please pray that he gets the medical help he needs for these issues  

 

Lannie Key: recovering from recent shoulder replacement surgery; please pray that he 

will have a good recovery 

 

Wes Jones: recovering from having a portion of his leg amputated; pray for healing 

without complications 

 

Larry Doss {Linda’s brother): recovering from recent heart attack and COVID 

pneumonia 

 

Hayden Lackey: seizers have started back will be seeing a neurologist soon, please pray 

that the seizers can be controlled with correct medications     

 

 

 

he told the congregations in Galatia, “I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I 

who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith 

in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me” (Galatians 2:20). 

 

Living in a society where truth is subservient to one’s desires, it’s easy to follow the 

same pattern the Jews did in the first century regarding Christ. He can be one’s 

Messiah, as long as that fits with what are one’s feelings. However, the consequences 

of such are no different than what Peter received from the Lord in His rebuke. We play 

the role of Satan when we allow our desires to take precedence over the truth of the 

Gospel. Paul reminded the Corinthians, who tried to justify allowing the desires of the 

flesh to govern them, “Food is for the stomach and the stomach is for food, but God 

will do away with both of them. Yet the body is not for immorality, but for the Lord, 

and the Lord is for the body” (1 Corinthians 6:13). No amount of human reasoning can 

replace what God has said in His Word. 

 

It must be both saddening to our Lord and an affront to Him, when He lived in 

submission to the will of the Father (Luke 22:42), for those who are His disciples to 

justify sinful conduct as acceptable. Immersion is optional for some but not for the 

Lord (Acts 2:38). Instrumental music in worship is rejected by the Lord but not by 

some (Ephesians 5:19). Assembling with the saints is not to be forsaken (Hebrews 

10:25), but if it’s inconvenient to do so, the assumption is that it’s okay with the Lord. 

We are to give as we’ve been prospered (1 Corinthians 16:1-2) but not to give is 

deemed acceptable as well. Serving the Lord is rejected for serving oneself (Ephesians 

2:10). Other examples can be offered, but one wonders if Jesus were with us, whether 

He might respond to our reasoning as He did with Peter’s. 

 

How do we know if our thoughts and our actions conform to the mind of Christ 

(Philippians 2:5)? Ask yourself if the Word of God dwells in you richly (Colossians 

3:16) and if you’re following the will of God. “Who will follow Jesus? Who will make 

reply, ‘I am on the Lord’s side, Master here am I.’ Who will follow Jesus? Who will 

make reply, ‘I am on the Lord’s side, Master here am I.’” 

 

Obtained at: www.gospelgazette.com  



 

 

 

   The Brilliant Beacon   Page – 4 -    The Brilliant Beacon   Page – 5 - 

Enemies of Jesus 

By Rodney Nulph 

 

If there ever were a person to love, Jesus is the One. In fact, given His wonderful 

attitude and actions, it is difficult to understand why anyone would not love Him! How 

could anyone be an enemy of Jesus? Ironically, before Jesus ever walked on the earth, 

inspired prophets attested to the fact that not everyone would love Jesus. “The Lord 

said to my Lord, ‘Sit at My right hand, Till I make Your enemies Your footstool’” 

(Psalm 110:1 NKJV). “He is despised and rejected by men, A Man of sorrows and 

acquainted with grief…” (Isaiah 53:3). One could certainly understand Jesus having 

enemies if He were a scoundrel, but Jesus was nothing of the sort. Yet, the New 

Testament verifies that many hated Him. “Therefore, the Jews sought the more to kill 

him…” (John 5:18). Some even plotted and schemed to put Jesus to death (John 11:53). 

Sadder still, Jesus knew many hated Him (John 15:18-20). He did nothing to deserve 

hatred, and yet, many hated our Lord. Why? Why did Jesus have enemies? 

 

Firstly, Jesus has enemies because of what He believed. Jesus’ belief system was based 

on heavenly guidance. Jesus was and is the full embodiment of truth (John 14:6). 

Everything He taught was truth (John 17:17), and He demanded that those who follow 

Deity to completely believe that same truth (John 8:31-32). He perfectly and 

meticulously lived the truth that He taught (Acts 10:38; John 6:38; Hebrews 5:8-9). 

Jesus also clearly told others that abiding in truth was the only way to live and please 

God (Luke 6:46). Amazingly, not everyone in Jesus’ day was concerned with truth. He 

illustrated this fact well in the story of two builders (Matthew 7:24-27). Thus, those 

who were not interested in absolute truth made themselves enemies of Christ. It is 

important for those who love truth today to realize that not everyone does. Often, when 

we believe what Jesus believed and strive to obey our Master, we too will have 

enemies. “Do not be surprised, brothers, that the world hates you” (1 John 3:13 ESV). 

 

Secondly, Jesus has enemies because of what He said. The words of Jesus were tender, 

compassionate and life giving! He gently invited those who struggled and were 

burdened to come, and He would provide help and support (Matthew 11:28-30). Jesus 

never told a lie! How could anyone become an enemy to a man like Jesus, whose words 

were always perfect? Sadly, though, some disdained what He had to say. When Jesus 

told the truth about His equality with the Father, hatred for Him grew intensely.  

“Therefore, the Jews sought the more to kill Him, because He not only broke the 

Sabbath, but also said that God was His Father, making Himself equal with God” (John 

5:18). Talk about intolerance! Jesus did not just say that He was equal with the Father, 

Jesus also provided adequate evidence. He pointed to John the immerser for proof 

(John 5:32-33), to his miraculous works (John 5:36) and to the Heavenly Father (John 

5:37; Matthew 3:16; 17:5; John 12:28). Surely with this clear evidence, everyone ought 

to know that what Jesus said was truth. In case some skeptics needed more evidence, 

Jesus reminded folks that the ancient Scriptures testified of His Deity (John 5:39), 

especially about Moses, Israel’s great leader of yesterday (John 5:46-47). Did Jesus tell 

the truth when He spoke of His Deity? Absolutely! No rational person could deny it. 

However, some were so filled with hatred that they did not care about evidence, and 

therefore, the words Jesus spoke cut them to the core, exciting their innermost disdain 

for Him. Jesus had become their enemy simply because He told the truth (Galatians 

4:16). 

 

Thirdly, Jesus has enemies because of what He did. His actions and deeds were simply 

amazing. Our Lord’s motives were always pure, His attitude was always perfect, His 

actions were always loving, and yet, He still had enemies! How could anyone detest 

actions that flowed from Jesus’ benevolent heart? To a grieving family, whose brother 

had passed, Jesus kindly said, “…Lazarus, come forth” (John 11:43), and a joyous 

reunion followed Jesus’ kind act. Not everyone was pleased, however, and some 

gossiped to the religious leaders, who schemed what to do about Jesus (John 11:46-48). 

How could anyone hate a man who raised another from the dead? On and on the story 

could go because Jesus “went about doing good” (Acts 10:38). 

 

How could anyone hate a man like Jesus? Sadly, the answer lies in the fact that 

darkness hates light (John 3:19-20). Jesus is the full embodiment of light (John 8:12). 

Light emanates from His very core. Thus, those who love darkness will not love Jesus. 

The story has not changed in some 2,000 years. There are folks, even today, who 

absolutely loathe goodness and righteousness. Christians, who are striving to follow the 

example of Jesus (1 Peter 2:21), should expect to be hated by those who are dark and 

love darkness. Friendship with the world and those in it makes one an enemy of Jesus 

(James 4:4), but friendship with Jesus makes one an enemy of the world (John 15:18). 

So, what will it be? Are you an enemy or a friend of Jesus? 

 

Obtained at: www.gospelgazette.com  


