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Jesus Our Brother
By Kevin Cauley
We are familiar with the Bible’s teaching about God being our Father. Jesus taught us
to pray, “Our Father who art in heaven” (Matthew 6:9), and Paul told us we have “one
God and Father of all” (Ephesians 4:6). Are we as familiar with the Bible’s teaching
about Jesus being our brother? Hebrews 2:11-12 states: “For both He who sanctifies
and those who are being sanctified are all of one, for which reason He is not ashamed
to call them brethren, saying: ‘I will declare Your name to My brethren; In the midst of
the assembly I will sing praise to You.’” We often refer to the church as the family of
God, and it is, but what does it mean that Jesus is our brother? Let’s study this
relationship and notice a few answers to this question.
To have Jesus as our brother means that He claims those who have been sanctified as
His family. Paul discussed this relationship in Galatians 3:26-29: “For you are all sons
of God through faith in Christ Jesus. For as many of you as were baptized into Christ
have put on Christ. There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there
is neither male nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus. And if you are Christ’s,
then you are Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the promise.” Paul begins by
pointing out that we are children of God in Christ Jesus. We became such children by
going through the new birth in baptism (John 3:3-6). At that point, we became
sanctified (1 Corinthians 6:11) and Christ became our identity, and just as Christ is
God’s child, so also, we become children of God. This means that we are all part of
Abraham’s family now, and brothers and sisters with Jesus. Romans 8:17a states, “and
if children, then heirs—heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ.” It is a wonderful
blessing to have family!
To have Jesus as our brother means that He seeks fellowship with us. If you have ever
had a brother or sister growing up, then you know that this was the person with whom
you spent the most time. He or she was your friend and constant companion since you
lived together in the same family. However, while many natural brothers and sisters
eventually grow apart and go their own ways, Jesus is a brother that stays with us
always because He desires to stay with us. In 1 Corinthians 1:9, Paul wrote, “God is
faithful, by whom you were called into the fellowship of His Son, Jesus Christ our
Lord,” and in Hebrews 13:5-6 we read, “Let your conduct be without covetousness; be
content with such things as you have. For He Himself has said, ‘I will never leave you
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THOSE WHO NEED OUR PRAYERS
Mary Rainey: has bone cancer throughout her body, please be praying for her and her
family
Patty Berryhill: having problems with a hernia, please pray that the doctors can help her
with this problem
Billy Lee & Jimmie Ann Hardy {Carolyn’s Brother & Sister} both are in the nursing
home in Guin, please continue to pray for them they both have some health issues
Joey Colburn: is taking treatments for cancer, please pray that the treatments will be
successful in defeating his cancer
Buddy Frazier: undergoing cancer treatments, please keep him in your prayers
Hunter Coal Corkren: treating his kidney problem with medicine, please be praying that
this problem clears up with this treatment
Felicia Berryhill: she is having some ongoing health problems, please pray that she will
be able to receive the right medical treatment to help her
Angie Ganey Gardner: breast cancer surgery went well and is waiting learn the next
course of treatment, please pray that this cancer will be defeated
David Warren: he is fighting cancer, please be praying that his cancer will be defeated
Bobby Sanderson: continues to improve, please pray he has no further problems
Gunner Pendley: recovering from severe brain injury, please keep him and family in
your prayers
Janet Spann: has severe COPD and other health problems, please keep her and her
family in your prayers
Tommy Housh: diagnosed with bladder cancer, please pray that they will be able to
successfully defeat this cancer
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THOSE WHO NEED OUR PRAYERS
Kye Jackson: (Lindsey’s son) has some health problems, please pray that the doctors will
be able to help him
Jeff Upton (Donna Martin’s Co-worker): weakness in his legs, please pray that this will
improve
Mary Box: some ongoing other health problems, please pray that she will improve
Ren Garrison (Donna Martin’s Nephew): is still dealing with an issue concerning his
heart, please be praying that this issue will be dealt with successfully
Tyler Upton: is in Atlanta going through rehab for injuries received in an automobile
accident, please keep him and his family in your prayers
Winfred York: bladder cancer has returned, will have surgery February 17th, please be
praying for him and Mrs. Vertie
Larry Eads: (member at Carbon Hill) diagnosed with stage 4 esophagus cancer, please
keep him and his family in your prayers
Jack Willis (Meg Rutledge’s Father) is fighting cancer, please keep him and his family in
your prayers
Cody & Amber Corkren’s unborn baby will have tests to determine if his kidney is
functioning at Children’s in February, so they can come up with a plan for when he is
born in March.
Shauna Silas: diagnosed with thyroid cancer, please be praying that with treatments this
cancer will be defeated
Ruth Addison: is in Fayette Nursing Home room 115a going through rehab, please pray
that she regains her strength and returns home
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nor forsake you.’ So we may boldly say: ‘The Lord is my helper; I will not fear. What
can man do to me?’” Indeed, Jesus said, “I am with you always” (Matthew 28:20).
Having Jesus as a brother means having a constant friend and companion.
To have Jesus as our brother means that He experienced the same human passions that
we experience. Life can be tumultuous. There are many troubles and trials that will
come our way, and our emotions can be overwhelming. Loss of employment, separated
friendships, the death of our loved ones, and our own sinscan bring us great grief and
sorrow. Sometimes we wonder, “Does anyone truly understand?” Jesus is our true
brother because He completely understands what we go through in this life. Hebrews
4:15 states, “For we do not have a High Priest who cannot sympathize with our
weaknesses, but was in all points tempted as we are, yet without sin,” and Hebrews
2:17-18 states, “Therefore, in all things He had to be made like His brethren, that He
might be a merciful and faithful High Priest in things pertaining to God, to make
propitiation for the sins of the people. For in that He Himself has suffered, being
tempted, He is able to aid those who are tempted.” Having Jesus as a brother means that
someone truly understands what we are going through.
To have Jesus as our brother means that He was subjected to death. We must all face
the specter of death within our lives. It begins by seeing the death of our loved ones, but
ultimately it is something that we must face individually. Having Jesus as a brother
means that we have someone who helps us do what no other can—overcome death.
Hebrews 2:9 says, “But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels, for
the suffering of death crowned with glory and honor, that He, by the grace of God,
might taste death for everyone.” He experienced death for everyone so that He would
know what it is like to die, but more than this, so that He could show us that death can
be conquered. Hebrews 2:14-15 states, “Inasmuch then as the children have partaken of
flesh and blood, He Himself likewise shared in the same, that through death He might
destroy him who had the power of death, that is, the devil, and release those who
through fear of death were all their lifetime subject to bondage.” Because Jesus was
sinless, death could not hold on to Him, and He came forth from the grave (Acts 2:24).
Today, through Jesus, we can conquer death as well. Jesus says, “I am He who lives,
and was dead, and behold, I am alive forevermore. Amen. And I have the keys of Hades
and of Death” (Revelation 1:18), and “He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit
says to the churches. He who overcomes shall not be hurt by the second death”
(Revelation 2:11). Only the best of brothers would die for us so that we could live for
Him (2 Corinthians 5:15). [www.churchofchristarticles.com]
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The Hand of the Lord
By Dan Jenkins
One of the thoughts we find most comforting is summed up in that song which has the
phrase, “He’s got the whole world in His hands.” Each verse then talks about how He
has “you and me brother” and “you and me sister” and “the little bitty babies” in His
hands. The very concept that we are cradled in the hands of God brings peace to our
soul.
The phrase, “the hand of the Lord,” is found thirty-nine times in the Bible. It is most
frequently used to describe those times when God moved in judgment against the
wicked. The writer of the letter to the Hebrews said, “It is a fearful thing to fall into
the hands of the living God” (Heb. 10:31). On the other hand, it is wonderful to
envision our calling out to God and see His almighty arms reach down from heaven
and His tender hands to hold us. It is true that “He’s got you and me in the hollow of
His hand.”
The people in Isaiah’s day failed to realize that sin can destroy this situation. They had
prayed to God and could see no evidence that He was helping them. The prophet
explained the reason for this. “Behold, the Lord’s hand is not shortened, that it cannot
save; nor His ear heavy that it cannot hear. But your iniquities have separated you
from your God; and your sins have hidden His face from you so that He will not hear”
(Isa. 59:1-2). If sin had not been in their lives, His face would have been turned
toward them and His hands extended toward them.
Jesus described the wonderful blessing of being in the hand of God. “My Father, who
has given them to Me, is greater than all; and no one is able to snatch them out of My
Father’s hand” (John 10:29). We may choose to turn against God, but there is no man
on earth and no demon from hell who can snatch us from His hand. “He’s got you and
me in the hollow of His hand.”
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God holds us in His hand. Have you ever considered how great His hand is? How does
His hand compare with the hands of others? How great is His hand? To see this,
consider that the diameter of the entire universe is thought to be over 93 billion light
years. (A light year is the distance light travels in one year). The universe is
5,500,000,000,000,000,000,000,000 miles wide! Now look at Isaiah’s description of this
in relationship to the size of the hand of God. God has “…measured heaven with a span”
(Isa. 40:12). The span of a man’s hand is the distance between his thumb and his little
finger when fully extended. God’s hand fully extended is larger than our universe. How
wonderful it is to know that it is this hand that holds us. “He’s got you and me brother,
you and me sister, in the hollow of His hand.”
Obtained at: www.churchofchristarticles.com

Upcoming Events
Today

Missionary Report
{Dorian Flynn}

Today

Fellowship Meal

Today

Bible Bowl {Here}

2:00 pm

February 23rd

Tri-County Singing
{Tidwell Chapel}

2:00 pm

