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Today’s Order of Worship
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Greg Lowery

Song Leader:

Lannie Key

Opening Prayer:

Josh Berryhill

On the Table:

Head Servers -

Let The Redeemed Of
The LORD Say So

David Key
Ralph Burleson
Greg Lowery
Blake Eddy

Closing Prayer:

Charles Berryhill

Preparing the Lord’s Supper

Katie Berryhill
Weekly Service Times
Sunday

Bible Study
Morning Worship
Evening Worship

10:00 am
10:45 am
5:00 pm
Wednesday

Bible Study

7:00 pm
Visit Our Website

www.brilliantchurchofchrist.org
Elders:
Leonard Key / David Key
Billy Box / Eddy Dickinson
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Brilliant, AL 35548
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THOSE WHO NEED OUR PRAYERS
Resolving to Change Old Habits
By Kevin Cauley
We are well into the New Year now, and how are things going for you? Perhaps you
have made some New Year’s resolutions. That is something that many do, and then set
out to follow through. The going is well for the first month or so, and then as old habits
and routines start to push on our thoughts we fall back into old patterns of behavior.
What happened? Why couldn’t we keep up the good work? We recognize the
importance of making changes in our life, but then we don’t necessarily always follow
through on those changes. Why is that?
Sometimes we tell ourselves that we just can’t change no matter how hard we try. This
is not true. God’s word says that we can change our lives for the better. In the Bible,
this is known as repentance: a change of mind that results in a reformation of life. To
change, though, we’ve got to be committed to God and His will for our life. Without
that foundation, our efforts of change will not last. Paul wrote to the church at Corinth,
“Now I rejoice, not that you were made sorry, but that your sorrow led to repentance.
For you were made sorry in a godly manner, that you might suffer loss from us in
nothing. For godly sorrow produces repentance leading to salvation, not to be regretted;
but the sorrow of the world produces death” (2 Corinthians 7:9-10). To change, we
must recognize our past problems and sorrow for them. This sorrow must be of a godly
type, having the proper foundation for lasting change. Many simply do not see their
past indulgences as being a problem. Hence, when they seek to change, it doesn’t last,
but with God, we can change.
Why is it that we cannot hold onto lasting change in our life when we know it is
needed? In last week’s article, we noted that change is possible according to God’s
word – we can change for the better! This change requires us to acknowledge the
wrongs of the past, and make God the foundation of our change. Even under these
conditions, change can be daunting. There are other obstacles. Many of these we place
in the way of our changing so that we don’t have to do the hard work. If we understand
that we can change, then why is it still so hard to change?

Mary Rainey: has bone cancer throughout her body, please be praying for her and her
family
Patty Berryhill: having problems with a hernia, please pray that the doctors can help her
with this problem
Billy Lee & Jimmie Ann Hardy {Carolyn’s Brother & Sister} both are in the nursing
home in Guin, please continue to pray for them they both have some health issues
Joey Colburn: is taking treatments for cancer, please pray that the treatments will be
successful in defeating his cancer
Buddy Frazier: undergoing cancer treatments, please keep him in your prayers
Hunter Coal Corkren: treating his kidney problem with medicine, please be praying that
this problem clears up with this treatment
Felicia Berryhill: she is having some ongoing health problems, please pray that she will
be able to receive the right medical treatment to help her
Angie Ganey Gardner: breast cancer surgery went well and is waiting learn the next
course of treatment, please pray that this cancer will be defeated
David Warren: he is fighting cancer, please be praying that his cancer will be defeated
Bobby Sanderson: continues to improve, please pray he has no further problems
Gunner Pendley: recovering from severe brain injury, please keep him and family in
your prayers
Janet Spann: has severe COPD and other health problems, please keep her and her
family in your prayers
Tommy Housh: diagnosed with bladder cancer, please pray that they will be able to
successfully defeat this cancer
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THOSE WHO NEED OUR PRAYERS
Tammy Dodd: recovering from recent stroke, please pray she makes a full recovery
Jeff Upton (Donna Martin’s Co-worker): weakness in his legs, please pray that this will
improve
Mary Box: some ongoing other health problems, please pray that she will improve
Ren Garrison (Donna Martin’s Nephew): is still dealing with an issue concerning his
heart, please be praying that this issue will be dealt with successfully
Tyler Upton: is in Atlanta going through rehab for injuries received in an automobile
accident, please keep him and his family in your prayers
Winfred York: doctor said he was able to remove all the cancer from his bladder, please
continue to pray for him and Mrs. Vertie
Larry Eads: (member at Carbon Hill) diagnosed with stage 4 esophagus cancer, please
keep him and his family in your prayers
Jack Willis (Meg Rutledge’s Father) is fighting cancer, please keep him and his family in
your prayers
Cody & Amber Corkren’s unborn baby will have tests to determine if his kidney is
functioning at Children’s in February, so they can come up with a plan for when he is
born in March.
Shauna Silas: diagnosed with thyroid cancer, please be praying that with treatments this
cancer will be defeated
Carl Dunlap: seizures under control and now he can get help for his back, please continue
to keep him in your prayers
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Perhaps the biggest detriment to changing is our own desire; we don’t want to change.
We may say, “Yes, I do!”, but deep down, we like the way things are because it
validates us. Take dieting as an example. Why is it that we can’t lose weight? We like
eating! Instead of eating to live, we live to eat, and it is so easy to be validated by
eating. Don’t we show love for one another by giving food? If I don’t eat the food, then
haven’t I rejected another’s love? Of course not, but we take it that way, and since we
don’t want to be unloving, we eat. What a rationalization! We have just validated
ourselves as loving people by eating. Who wants to change that? This whole process is
deceitful. Jeremiah wrote, “The heart is deceitful above all things, And desperately
wicked; Who can know it? I, the Lord, search the heart, I test the mind, Even to give
every man according to his ways, According to the fruit of his doings.” Who really
validates us? God does. Get yourself out of the way and change!
When we let go of validating ourselves by everything except God, it becomes easier to
change. However, knowing that we can change, and getting rid of the obstacles to
change, we may still fear change. We tell ourselves: “How I am going to adjust? Maybe
the changes will be horrible instead of good. Maybe life isn’t too bad right now as it is.”
Fearing the unknown is a challenge when we need to make changes because fear pushes
us to accept the status quo and stagnate. How can I confront fear and overcome it, so I
can change and thrive?
Fear is an emotion that we create from our own anxieties and worry. God doesn’t want
us living like that. He wants us to put our faith and trust in Him. Philippians 4:6-7 says,
“Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with
thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God; and the peace of God, which
surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.”
God promises a life of peace and spiritual safety through Christ Jesus, but we must act
on faith to receive that life by trusting in Jesus and His word instead of our own
rationalizations. When we live like Jesus, we can overcome our fear knowing that Jesus
will be with us to give us peace and spiritual safety. We overcome fear through loving
God and loving one another as Jesus taught us to love. First John 4:18 says, “There is
no fear in love; but perfect love casts out fear, because fear involves torment. But he
who fears has not been made perfect in love.” Our fear is not greater than God, and
God’s love practiced in our lives overcomes it! Trusting in God, we can change!
Obtained at: www.churchofchristarticles.com
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Entering and Leaving Our Gethsemane
By Dan Jenkins
Perhaps as we meditate, we should spend more time with Jesus in Gethsemane. On the
night of His betrayal, that garden was filled with intense emotions. Do not just read
what happened there but take time to feel the emotions: the emotions of the sleeping
disciples whom Jesus rebuked; the emotions of Judas as he betrayed the Lord; the
emotions of the mob; the emotions of the disciples as they fled. Above all, share in the
emotions of Jesus.
They entered Gethsemane, and He left eight apostles and took Peter, James and John
with Him to another place. These three men then saw something they had never seen.
Their Lord had always seemed so strong and powerful, but now in their presence, “He
began to be sorrowful and deeply distressed” (Matt. 26:37). They saw Him in a way
they had never seen Him before. They heard Him say, “My soul is exceedingly
sorrowful, even to death. Stay here and watch with Me.”
He prayed, then He came and found them asleep. He had asked them to watch with
Him, but they failed. His soul was even more burdened, and the Bible described how
great this burden was. “And being in agony, He prayed more earnestly. Then His
sweat became like great drops of blood falling down to the earth” (Luke 22:44). He
returned to the three disciples and found them asleep. This time he did not wake them
to share His grief and agony with them. He simply returned for the third time and
prayed, “Not My will but Your will be done.”
There are at least two ways to look at this simple prayer. One could look at it as
though the burden was so great, He was just ready to quit—the fight was not worth it.
He was like a frustrated wife or teen who looks at the “master” and throws up their
hands and says, “Whatever, I quit. You win.”
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However, this is not where Jesus was when He prayed. It is not the prayer of one who
had hopelessly fought a losing fight, nor one who had no hope and was driven by
circumstances into surrender. It was a prayer of perfect trust. He was talking to His
Father He had known eternally. It was a prayer from the heart of One who was loved to
a God who is love. He trusted in God and this changed Him.
Notice how He then changed. The mob arrived; the arrest; the mockery of several trials.
He entered Gethsemane in gloom and left this garden with calm assurance. He was a
victim, but He understood He was a victorious victim. What made that difference? What
changed a troubled soul in great agony to one of calm assurance? It is simple. He talked
to the Father. When you are in despair and you are almost ready to quit, talk to the
Father, and His peace will change you and give you the victory.
Obtained at: www.churchofchristarticles.com

Upcoming Events
Today

Nursing Home

2:00 pm

March 15th

Fellowship Meal

March 15th

Bible Bowl

2:00 pm

March 22nd

Tri-County Singing
{Here}

2:00 pm

