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Today’s Order of Worship
Announcements:

Greg Lowery

Song Leader:

Billy Box

Opening Prayer:

Eddy Dickinson

On the Table:

Head Servers -

When Is It
Time To Pray?

Greg Lowery
Josh Berryhill
Ralph Burleson
David Key

Closing Prayer:

Charles Berryhill

Preparing the Lord’s Supper

Deborah Box
Weekly Service Times
Sunday

Bible Study
Morning Worship
Evening Worship

10:00 am
10:45 am
5:00 pm
Wednesday

Bible Study

7:00 pm
Visit Our Website

www.brilliantchurchofchrist.org
Elders:
Leonard Key / David Key
Billy Box / Eddy Dickinson

Brilliant Church of Christ
930 Main Street
P.O. Box 222
Brilliant, AL 35548

Deacons: Al Corkren / Josh Berryhill
Minister: Greg Lowery
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Phone: (205) 465-9142
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THOSE WHO NEED OUR PRAYERS
Cotton Candy Christianity
By Dan Jenkins
While the concept might have originated in Europe, it was William Morrison and John
C. Wharton of Nashville who made it become a reality. In 1897, they created the
machine which used air and sugar to popularize the spread of a new product. They
called it fairy floss. It still has that name in Australia. In much of the world, it is called
candy floss. In France, it is called Papa’s beard. You have eaten it since you were a
child and likely call it cotton candy.
There are some interesting parallels between cotton candy and what has happened in
the religious world since the Lord established the church. He established the church in
a world whose appeal was to the outward aspects of religious life. The pagan world had
temples everywhere, and the devotion to the gods worshiped there was popularized by
gods who sought to satisfy the fleshly nature of man. They were not designed to
change the hearts and souls of men.
Even Judaism in the first century had ignored the greatest commands and focused on
sabbath keeping, showy religion and ceremonial rituals. The Lord described them as
only having a form of godliness, while neglecting grace and the weightier matters of
God’s law (2 Tim. 3:5; Matt. 23:23). Christianity was designed to change the heart and
then using the truth revealed in the Bible to bring men to God. It was based on the
principle that God is a spirit, and we bow before Him with our spirits and souls seeking
Him (John 4:24).
But, all that has changed. So much of religion in our land is like cotton candy. Cotton
candy looks so great. You can get it in any color or flavor you desire. Our religious
world is so divided that you can find any “flavor” of church you want. However, cotton
candy has little nutritional value (remember your mom’s devotion that you have a
balanced diet) and doesn’t really give you what you need. America feeds itself on the
“sugar and air” mixture of religious cotton candy.

Mary Rainey: has bone cancer throughout her body, please be praying for her and her
family
Patty Berryhill: having problems with a hernia, please pray that the doctors can help her
with this problem
Billy Lee & Jimmie Ann Hardy {Carolyn’s Brother & Sister} both are in the nursing
home in Guin, please continue to pray for them they both have some health issues
Arthur Ewing: has lung cancer, please pray that he will be able to receive treatment that
can help him
Joey Colburn: is taking treatments for cancer, please pray that the treatments will be
successful in defeating his cancer
Don Lawrence: dealing with some heath issues, please continue to keep him your
prayers
Buddy Frazier: undergoing cancer treatments, please keep him in your prayers
Hunter Coal Corkren: treating his kidney problem with medicine, please be praying that
this problem clears up with this treatment
Felicia Berryhill: she is having some ongoing health problems, please pray that she will
be able to receive the right medical treatment to help her
Timmy Weeks: recovering from recent surgery for nerve damage in his wrist and hand,
please pray that he has quick and successful recovery
Al Corkren: Thursday had his leg placed in a boot and is continuing to improve, please
be praying that his recovery will be successful
Angie Ganey Gardner: fighting breast cancer and waiting to have surgery, please pray
that this cancer will be treatable
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Upcoming Events
Today

Tri-County Singing
{Tidwell Chapel}

2:00 pm

July 7th

Country Place

2:00 pm

July 14th

Nursing Home

2:00 pm

The Brilliant Beacon

After you eat your two ounces of sugar and air, your body still needs more. Religion
without deep Bible knowledge destroyed Israel and is destroying our land (Hos. 4:6).
One cannot know the Lord without knowing His word (1 John 2:4). One cannot love
the Lord and ignore keeping His word (John 14:15). A child at the fair sees the cotton
candy and it tastes so good, but a steady diet of this will destroy his health. This is our
land. Religiously, we are feeding ourselves and starving our souls.
What an amazing world it would be if we sought to return to the spiritual food which
fed the early church. Cotton candy Christianity is so far removed from the food Jesus
gave the early church and seeks to give to us today.

THOSE WHO NEED OUR PRAYERS
Obtained at: www.churchofchristarticles.com
Wyatt Spann: is currently fighting a brain tumor, please pray that with medical help he
can win this fight
Bobby Sanderson: received a good report from the doctors Thursday, please pray he has
no further problems
Pam Davis {Adrian’s daughter} has been diagnosed with cancer, please be praying that it
can be defeated with treatment
Indee Kois {student at BHS}: dealing with two blood clots from last report treatment is
working to dissolve the clots, please pray that she will have no further problems
Frank Farris: is recovering from a stroke, please keep him in your prayers
Terri Avery {Bill’s daughter-in-law}: has been diagnosed with cancer, please be praying
that this cancer is treatable and can be defeated
Faye Jordan (Vertie’s sister): she is improving and plans are for her to be in rehab in
Hamilton for 21 days, please pray that she will have no further problems
Jeff Upton (Donna Martian’s Co-worker): weakness in his legs, please pray that this will
improve
Jeff York (Vetrie’s son): is back home and continues to improve, please pray that he has
no further problems
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Are You Feeling Guilty?
By Kevin Cauley
There are two kinds of guilt in the Bible. There is the feeling of guilt when our
conscience condemns us—subjective guilt. There is also guilt for doing something
objectively wrong. This guilt isn’t a feeling; it is a state of being that results from having
sinned. It is the criminal that is pronounced guilty by the judge – objective guilt. The
word “guilt” is found 79 times in the New King James Version. Seventy-eight times it
refers to objective guilt. Once it refers to someone feeling guilty (Zechariah 11:5). The
Bible uses the word “conscience” in association with the subjective feeling of guilt. The
word “conscience” is found 30 times in the NKJV, and only in the New Testament.
When our conscience accuses us (Romans 2:15), we feel guilty.
The work of Jesus eliminates guilt of both kinds. First, the offering of Jesus blood
eliminates objective guilt for those who believe and obey the gospel. Jesus said, “For
this is My blood of the new covenant, which is shed for many for the remission of sins”
(Matthew 26:28). Peter said to the guilty in Acts 2:38, “Repent, and let every one of you
be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive
the gift of the Holy Spirit.” Second, our guilty conscience is also cleansed by Jesus.
Hebrews 9:14 states, “how much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal
Spirit offered Himself without spot to God, cleanse your conscience from dead works to
serve the living God?” This means that holding onto guilt is a choice we make for
irrational reasons. Moreover, guilt prevents us from doing God’s work of
evangelizing the lost. Let go of guilt, and get to work.
If we are feeling guilty about our past forgiven sins, then we are doing so for irrational
reasons. Let’s think about some of those irrational reasons.
First, we may feel guilty due to self-blame. Some confuse blaming self with taking
responsibility. Self-blame is really a mechanism to excuse oneself from responsibility.
We tell ourselves, “I am guilty of [some wrong],” so I better not do [some right]. After
all, I don’t want to be a hypocrite!” The truth is: you are a hypocrite for doing what is
wrong. To stop being a hypocrite you need to do what is right. Guilt due to self-blame
fails to act. Stop feeling guilty and get to work.

The Brilliant Beacon

Page – 5 -

Second, we may feel guilty due to false standards. Those suffering from eating disorders
often set up false standards of acceptance. They feel guilty when they eat because they
tell themselves that eating will make them fat, and they will be rejected. False standards
of acceptance are irrational, but it isn’t guilt that is the problem, but the false standard.
Eliminate the false standard, and the guilt will disappear.
Third, we may feel guilty to control others. Some express feeling guilty to manipulate
others to act like they want them to act. This brings false validation, and means that they
don’t value themselves correctly. Such manipulation is sinful and irrational. The
Christian’s validation and worth comes from Jesus.
The feeling of guilt is an emotion that we control. Others do not make us feel guilty; we
make ourselves feel guilty. We must take ownership of our own behaviors, including
our guilt, by handling them correctly through Jesus. Unbridled guilt robs us of peace,
joy, love, and contentment. Trust Jesus, and let go of guilt.
Obtained at: www.churchofchristarticles.com

Vacation Bible School
@ Brilliant
July 21st – 25th
Times: 6:30 – 8:00 pm
Classes For all Ages
Guest Speakers:
Teens: Kaleb Hall
Adult Class:
Sunday: David Barker
Monday: Russ Vickers
Tuesday: Kyle Gilpin
Wednesday: Derek Porter
Thursday: Byron Longcrier

