
 

Today’s Order of Worship 

 

Announcements:   Greg Lowery 

 

Song Leader:    Josh Berryhill     

 

Opening Prayer:    Billy Box  

 

On the Table:  Head -  Eddie Dickinson   

   Servers - David Key 

     Greg Lowery     

     Ralph Burleson 

 

Closing Prayer:   Al Corkren  

 

Preparing the Lord’s Supper  Deborah Box  

 

Weekly Service Times 

Sunday 

   Bible Study    10:00 am 

   Morning Worship   10:45 am 

   Evening Worship   5:00 pm 

 

Wednesday 

   Bible Study    7:00 pm 

 

Visit Our Website 

www.brilliantchurchofchrist.org
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David Key / Billy Box     

Eddie Dickinson    Minister: Greg Lowery 
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Broken Cisterns 
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THOSE WHO NEED OUR PRAYERS 

 

Lannie & Glenda Key: be praying for both of them during this difficult time 

 

Mary Rainey: has bone cancer throughout her body, please be praying for her and her 

family 

 

Jimmie Ann Hardy {Carolyn’s Sister} is in the nursing home in Guin, pray for her she 

has some ongoing health issues 

 

Joey Colburn: is taking treatments for cancer, please pray that the treatments will be 

successful in defeating his cancer 

  

Angie Ganey Gardner: fighting against breast cancer, please pray that this cancer will be 

defeated  

 

Guy Weeks: is undergoing cancer treatments, please pray that this cancer will be 

defeated 

 

Maddie Bishop (young girl South Haleyville) diagnosed with stage 4 Ewing sarcoma, 

please pray for her and her family and that treatments can defeat this cancer 

 

Bill Berryhill: latest test showed that his PSA was lower, treatments seem to be 

working, continued prayers for this good progress 

 

Don Lawrence: please be praying that the current meds that he is taking will help him 

with some problems he is having, be praying for the family as well as they care for him  

 

Danny Berryhill: recovering from shoulder surgery and has scar tissue on his lung, 

please pray that with medical help this issues can get better 

 

Alvin Henderson (Trib’s husband): he is recovering from lung surgery, please continue 

to keep him in your prayers  

 

Arlen Foss, Jr.: recovering from recent foot surgery, please pray that he has a good 

recovery and has no further problems 

 

 

Is Christianity Burdensome? 

By Sam Willcut 

 

In Isaiah 46, Isaiah points to the idolatrous gods of the Babylonians. Of course, 

Israel’s problem was being conformed to the religions of the world (cf. Rom. 12:2) 

and leaving their service and worship of their God to serve and worship idolatry. 

Nevertheless, notice what the prophet of God says about worshipping idols: 

 

Bel boweth down, Nebo stoopeth, their idols were upon the beasts, and upon the 

cattle: your carriages were heavy loaden; they are a burden to the weary beast. They 

stoop, they bow down together; they could not deliver the burden, but themselves are 

gone into captivity. (Isa. 46:1-2) 

 

Isaiah portrays a practical and realistic picture of idolatry. They had to carry these 

physically made images with them on their shoulders, on their wagons, and upon 

their beasts of burden. Wherever they went, in order to bring their gods with them, 

they had to carry them physically. Could we imagine having to strap our idol on our 

back and carry it around? What good would that be to us when we find ourselves in 

difficulties? We would be carrying a load all the time! Thus, their idols became 

physical burdens. These should symbolize the fact that these false gods, who were 

burdens to them, created a religion that was a burden itself. Their religion was a 

burden and a load to carry. Being a burden itself, it could never lift their burdens. It 

could never save them from captivity. 

 

Then, Isaiah sets forth the contrast between these idols and the one true God of the 

universe: 

 

Hearken unto me, O house of Jacob, and all the remnant of the house of Israel, which 

are borne by me from the belly, which are carried from the womb: And even to your 

old age I am he; and even to hoar hairs will I carry you: I have made, and I will bear; 

even I will carry, and will deliver you. (Isa. 46:3-4) 
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THOSE WHO NEED OUR PRAYERS 

 

Russell Estes: he has started taking treatments, there was a new spot found on his liver 

and kidney, please keep him in your prayers  

 

Mason Estes: he is need of a liver transplant; please be keeping him and his family in 

your prayers 

 

Kristi White: improving for recent setbacks, please pray that she will continue improve 

and will have no further setbacks 

 

Van Roberts: has been diagnosed with pancreatic cancer, please be praying that with 

treatments this cancer can be defeated 

 

Teresa Dunavant Bowles: dealing with some serious health issues concerning her 

kidneys and lungs, please keep her in your prayers 

 

Kathy Garrison: currently taking chemo and radiation treatments, please pray that the 

treatments will be successful and that she will do well with them 

 

Philip Anderson (Aaron Fletcher’s nephew) : is in renal failure please pray that he will 

receive the help needed to deal with this serious problem 

 

Angie Dykes: the discovered cancer behind her eye, please pray that this cancer can be 

successfully defeated 

 

Don Beasley (David’s cousin) recovering from recent stroke, please pray that he makes 

a complete recovery 

Look at the words “borne,” “carried,” “carry,” and “bear.” In contrast with idolatrous 

gods, which would become a burden to them when they carried them, God said that 

He carried Israel—He carries His people. In other words, God intended true religion 

(Christianity today) to be a lift and not a load. God has always intended true religion 

found in the Bible to carry man, and not vice versa. In addition, we see another 

contrast in that while man fashioned the idolatrous gods of Babylon, God intends 

through true religion to fashion, remold and remake man. Christianity fashions our 

character (Matt. 5:3-9). 

 

How many people look upon their religion as a load to carry? Is Christianity 

something that carries us and lifts us up and relieves our loads and burdens, or has it 

become a load and a burden that we carry? Jesus said, “Come unto me, all ye that 

labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and 

learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls. 

For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light” (Matt. 11:28-30). 

 

Obtained at: www.churchofchristarticles.com 

 

 



 

 

 

   The Brilliant Beacon   Page – 4 -    The Brilliant Beacon   Page – 5 - 

She is not Dead, but Sleepeth 

By Sam Willcut 

 

Once, a ruler of a synagogue named Jairus (Luke 8:41) came wanting Jesus to heal his 

twelve-year-old daughter because she was sick to the point of death. Along the way, 

people surrounded Jesus, including a woman who touched His garment to be healed of 

an issue of blood. While Jesus was talking with her, a messenger came and told Jairus 

that his daughter had died and that there was no reason to bother Jesus any further (Mark 

5:35). Jesus, knowing what was taking place, encouraged the man’s faith and went to his 

house with Peter, James and John. Minstrels playing and people making much noise 

filled the house (Matt. 9:23). Then, Jesus said, “Weep not; she is not dead, but sleepeth” 

(Luke 8:52). When the crowd ridiculed Him with laughter, He put them out, went into 

the room where the girl was lying (Mark 5:40), and said in the Palestinian language, 

“Maid, arise” (Luke 8:54). Through inspiration, Luke records that “her spirit came 

again, and she arose straightway” (Luke 8:55). 

 

As much as we do not like to think about it, we are all going to die (unless Jesus returns 

first). Solomon said, “There is no man that hath power over the spirit to retain the spirit; 

neither hath he power in the day of death” (Eccles. 8:8). Death is passed to all (Rom. 

5:12), and each of us has an appointment with it (Heb. 9:27). 

 

What is death? James lets us know: “For as the body without the spirit is dead, so faith 

without works is dead also” (2:26). When the body dies, the spirit goes back to God 

(Eccles. 12:7). Therefore, Jairus’ daughter was dead. 

 

Jesus returned her spirit to her, so she came back to life. Yet, He said that she was not 

dead, but sleeping. In other words, Jesus was saying she was not to be regarded as dead, 

but as if she was sleeping. He said the same thing about Lazarus (John 11:11-14), trying 

to explain death to His disciples. 

 

Many passages call death a sleep. The Lord said to Moses, “Behold, thou shalt sleep 

with thy fathers” (Deut. 31:16). Job said, “…for now shall I sleep in the dust; and thou 

shalt seek me in the morning, but I shall not be” (Job 7:21). Paul said to the Corinthian 

brethren that “some are fallen asleep” who witnessed Jesus’ resurrection (1 Cor. 15:6). 

He even comforted the Thessalonians by writing, 

But I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning them which are asleep, 

that ye sorrow not, even as others which have no hope. (1 Thess. 4:13) 

 

What the household of Jairus and others could not understand is that death is as sleep 

since Jesus is the conqueror of death. Prophets foretold it (Isa. 25:8; Ps. 16:10). He 

submitted to death for our sakes (1 Cor. 15:4), yet conquered it through His 

resurrection (Rom. 1:4). He possesses the keys of death (Rev. 1:18), and will destroy 

it in the end (1 Cor. 15:25-26). 

 

Because of these things, the righteous especially has no need to fear of death (Ps. 

23:4), being as sleep. The death of the righteous is precious (Ps. 116:15). “[The] 

righteous hath hope in his death” (Prov. 14:32). Through inspiration, Balaam said to 

Balak, “Let me die the death of the righteous, and let my last end be like this!” (Num. 

23:10). It is one of triumph (Luke 16:22), great gain (Phil. 1:21), and a blessing (Rev. 

14:13) brightened by faith (Heb. 11:13). Death is as sleep, but comes soundly to the 

souls of the Lord’s righteous ones. 

 

Obtained at: www.churchofchristarticles.com  


