
 

Today’s Order of Worship 

 

Announcements:   Greg Lowery 

 

Song Leader:    Eddie Dickinson    

 

Opening Prayer:    Greg Lowery  

 

On the Table:  Head -  Al Corkren    

   Servers - Billy Box  

     Bradley Box     

     Ralph Burleson 

 

Closing Prayer:   David Key 

 

Preparing the Lord’s Supper  Donna York  
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Our Gracious King 
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THOSE WHO NEED OUR PRAYERS 

 

Lannie & Glenda Key: be praying for both of them during this difficult time 

 

Mary Rainey: has bone cancer throughout her body, please be praying for her and her 

family 

 

Jimmie Ann Hardy {Carolyn’s Sister} is in the nursing home in Guin, pray for her she 

has some ongoing health issues 

 

Joey Colburn: is taking treatments for cancer, please pray that the treatments will be 

successful in defeating his cancer 

  

Angie Ganey Gardner: fighting against breast cancer, please pray that this cancer will be 

defeated  

 

Guy Weeks: is undergoing cancer treatments, please pray that this cancer will be 

defeated 

 

Maddie Bishop (young girl South Haleyville) diagnosed with stage 4 Ewing sarcoma, 

please pray for her and her family and that treatments can defeat this cancer 

 

Bill Berryhill: latest test showed that his PSA was lower, treatments seem to be 

working, continued prayers for this good progress 

 

Don Lawrence: please be praying that the current meds that he is taking will help him 

with some problems he is having, be praying for the family as well as they care for him  

 

Danny Berryhill: recovering from shoulder surgery and has scar tissue on his lung, 

please pray that with medical help this issues can get better 

 

Alvin Henderson (Trib’s husband): he is recovering from lung surgery, please continue 

to keep him in your prayers  

 

Arlen Foss, Jr.: recovering from recent foot surgery, please pray that he has a good 

recovery and has no further problems 

 

Are Christians Absolutely Free – With No Strictures Whatever? 

By Thomas Warren 

 

For a number of years I have had in my files a small booklet which affirms that it is 

impossible for a Christian to so sin as to finally be lost in hell.  This booklet was 

written by a denominational preacher (a Baptist).  It is, of course, not surprising to see 

such affirmations from such a preacher. This one said, “We take the positions that a 

Christian’s sins do not damn his soul” and went on to affirm that all of the sins that a 

Christian may commit from murder to adultery to idolatry do not endanger his soul 

one whit.  He affirmed that no amount of sins (of whatever depth of degradation) 

would put his soul in danger of going to hell.  Further, he affirmed, no amount of 

good deeds done in obedience to God (no matter how lovingly dedicated were the 

deeds) would have anything at all to do with his going to heaven.  There it is: once a 

man becomes a Christian (as another denominational preacher-whom I heard in a tent 

meeting-put it, “Since I have become a Christian, I couldn’t go to hell even if I 

wanted to!”), he could not be lost even if he wanted to be lost. 

 

Recently, I saw in an article written by the preacher of a large congregation of God’s 

people an implication to the effect that if a Christian thought that there is even one 

thing (even one act of obedience to Christ) that he had to do in order to go to heaven, 

then that person simply did not understand the doctrine of grace as it is taught in the 

New Testament. 

 

It is easy to see that this “gospel preacher”, in affirming the same false doctrine as did 

the denominational preachers noted above, thereby made clear that he himself did not 

understand the doctrine of grace and freedom as it is taught in the New Testament. 

 

The “gospel preacher” affirmed in effect, (1) that a Christian’s sins (no matter how 

degraded, and constant) do not put his soul in danger of going to hell and (2) that 

obedience to Christ has nothing whatever to do with one’s going to heaven. 

 

That such is false doctrine will be understood by anyone who understand the message 

of Christ.  Back in earlier times (the 1930’s, 1940’s, 1950’s, 1960’s) faithful gospel 

preachers met this ungodly doctrine in public debates, in books, in journals in tracts, 

over radio, in pulpits, and so on.  Many people who had previously been misled (by  
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THOSE WHO NEED OUR PRAYERS 

 

Russell Estes: he has started taking treatments, there was a new spot found on his liver 

and kidney, please keep him in your prayers  

 

Mason Estes: he is need of a liver transplant; please be keeping him and his family in 

your prayers 

 

Kristi White: improving for recent setbacks, please pray that she will continue improve 

and will have no further setbacks 

 

Van Roberts: has been diagnosed with pancreatic cancer, please be praying that with 

treatments this cancer can be defeated 

 

Teresa Dunavant Bowles: dealing with some serious health issues concerning her 

kidneys and lungs, please keep her in your prayers 

 

Kathy Garrison: currently taking chemo and radiation treatments, please pray that the 

treatments will be successful and that she will do well with them 

 

Philip Anderson (Aaron Fletcher’s nephew) : is in renal failure please pray that he will 

receive the help needed to deal with this serious problem 

 

Angie Dykes: doctor’s discovered that there is cancer behind her eye, please pray that 

this cancer can be successfully treated and defeated 

 

Don Beasley (David’s cousin) recovering from recent stroke, please pray that he makes 

a complete recovery 

such false doctrine1 came to understand the truth (by attending debates etc), obeyed 

the gospel and then lived faithful Christian lives. 

 

The Bible clearly teaches that a Christian’s sins can damn his soul.  The Bible clearly 

teaches that a Christian must be obedient (be faithful unto death) in order to receive 

the crown of life (Rev. 2:10). 

 

The Bible teaches that it is at least possible for a Christian to so act as to be correctly 

compared to: (1) a sow which had, washed to wallowing again “in the mire” (of sin, 

2nd Pet. 2:20-22) and (2) a dog which returns to its own vomit (2nd Pet. 2:20-22).  

This is a warning to every Christian that he/she can sin as to finally be lost in hell. 

 

When Jesus told the parable of the sower (Luke 8:4-15), He made it clear that a 

Christian can so sin as to finally be lost in hell.  Three of the four types of soils in the 

parable represented people who became Christians.  And, the parable goes on to 

teach, two of the three soils which represented Christians, represented people who 

were lost eternally (the “stony ground” and the “thorny ground”).  Of the three, only 

the “good ground” represented a Christian who goes to heaven. 

 

The Bible clearly teaches that every blessing which God promises to Christians is 

contingent (conditional) upon their being faithful to Christ.  Christians must “walk in 

the light” in order to be cleansed from their sins (1st John 1:7). 

 

This is not a “take it or leave it-it doesn’t make any difference” matter. 

 

The abiding goal of Satan is to “devour” every person he can (1st Pet. 5:8).  Thus, 

Satan will try (1) to keep every person out of Christ and (2) to mislead every Christian 

to believe that Christian character has nothing to do with his going to heaven.  But the 

Bible teaches that without holiness no man will see the Lord (spend eternity with Him 

in heaven, Heb. 12:14). 

 

If he could do it, Satan would keep every person out of Christ, for such would assure 

the damnation of all people.  This is the case because salvation is in Christ (2nd Tim. 

2:10). 
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But Satan-if he fails to keep a person out of Christ by his use of false teaching, et al.-

does not “give up” with that person just because he became a Christian.  He simply tries 

to persuade-through false teachers-Christians to become unfaithful in Christ.  He does 

this because he knows that if a Christian lives his life in an unfaithful manner, he (the 

Christian) will be lost.  A Christians sins can damn his soul. 

 

One of the ways Satan tries to accomplish the eternal damnation of Christians is to 

persuade them that they are free-with absolute impunity from going to hell-to regularly 

commit any sin they like and be under no obligation whatever to repent.  In contrast to 

this doctrine of Satan, Jesus said, “Be thou faithful unto death, and I will give unto thee 

the crown of life” (Rev. 2:10). 

 

It is a damnable, Satanic doctrine to teach Christians that they are free in Christ in the 

sense that they have nothing to do-not even one thing!-in order to go to heaven. 

 

As is easily seen from the Bible, digression from God’s way occurs with some regularity 

even among God’s people.  But, when it does, if one is to be pleasing to God, he must 

lovingly and strenuously oppose the digression (Jude 3, 1st Tim. 612; et al.). 

 

To the end that men may understand the truth about “freedom in Christ” as that truth is 

set out in the Bible…We plead with brethren in Christ everywhere (1) to recognize the 

egregious errors of this “free to sin as you like” doctrine, (2) to reaffirm old 

commitments to the truth that in order for Christians to go to heaven, they must “be 

faithful unto death,” and (3) to arise and “fight the good fight of the faith” (1st Tim. 

6:12) 

 

The Spiritual Sword, vol. 19, no. 3, April 1988, p. 1-2. 

 

 

The Fruit We Are to Bear 

By Mark T. Tonkery 

 

One of my joys is my garden and my blueberry patch, which produce vegetables and 

fruit. After cultivating, planting, fighting weeds, watering and feeding my plants, it is 

nice to see some of that hard work pay off. This is the reward for working so hard with 

these plants—to get to the point of harvest. 

 

 

The goal of the Christian life is to grow to the point where we are bearing godly fruit. 

In Matthew 12:33, Jesus stated, “a tree is known by its fruit.” The illustration Jesus 

used causes us to understand that His followers are to produce fruit or works that 

show that they are living for Him. In Matthew 7:18, Jesus reminded that “a good tree 

cannot bring forth evil fruit.” Therefore, Jesus expects His followers to do good and to 

not do evil. 

 

The apostle Paul continued to use this word picture of fruit bearing in the Christian 

life by describing it in Galatians 5:22-23 as the fruit of the Spirit. Most Bible 

translations translate the Greek word, karpos, as “fruit.” However, the NEB translates 

this word as “harvest,” the “harvest of the Spirit.” So, those who “live by the Spirit” 

will harvest or produce the fruit of the Spirit in their lives. In other words, the 

Christian will bear fruit or have a character that looks like Christ in his life, which is: 

love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control. 

Just as a tree is known by its fruit, so will Christians be known by the fruit in their 

lives. 

 

Paul contrasted the fruit of the Spirit with the works of the flesh, or sin, in Galatians 

5:19-21, by saying, “Now the works of the flesh are evident: sexual immorality, 

impurity, sensuality, idolatry, sorcery, enmity, strife, jealousy, fits of anger, rivalries, 

dissensions, divisions, envy, drunkenness, orgies, and things like these. I warn you, as 

I warned you before, that those who do such things will not inherit the kingdom of 

God.” 

 

Someone observed, “The fruit of the Spirit cannot be separated as the works of the 

flesh are. The fruit of the Spirit stands or falls together. The fruit is a singular term. It 

all comes together in one package.” The fruit of the Spirit and the works of the flesh 

are really the only two types of fruit or works we will bear. We can either live our 

lives according to the principles of the Word of God and let Jesus Christ be the center 

of our lives, or we can live our lives as though God does not exist. 

 

Obtained at: www.gospelgazette.com   


