
 

Today’s Order of Worship 

 

Announcements:   Greg Lowery 

 

Song Leader:    Eddie Dickinson    

 

Opening Prayer:    Greg Lowery  

 

On the Table:  Head -  Al Corkren    

   Servers - Billy Box  

     Bradley Box     

     Ralph Burleson 

 

Closing Prayer:   David Key 

 

Preparing the Lord’s Supper  Donna York  

 

Weekly Service Times 
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   Bible Study    10:00 am 

   Morning Worship   10:45 am 

   Evening Worship   5:00 pm 

 

Wednesday 

   Bible Study    7:00 pm 
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Learn It, Live It, Share It 
(Pattern To Be An Effective Teacher) 
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THOSE WHO NEED OUR PRAYERS 

 

Lannie & Glenda Key: be praying for both of them during this difficult time 

 

Mary Rainey: has bone cancer throughout her body, please be praying for her and her 

family 

 

Jimmie Ann Hardy {Carolyn’s Sister} is in the nursing home in Guin, pray for her she 

has some ongoing health issues 

 

Joey Colburn: is taking treatments for cancer, please pray that the treatments will be 

successful in defeating his cancer 

  

Angie Ganey Gardner: fighting against breast cancer, please pray that this cancer will be 

defeated  

 

Guy Weeks: is undergoing cancer treatments, please pray that this cancer will be 

defeated 

 

Maddie Bishop (young girl South Haleyville) diagnosed with stage 4 Ewing sarcoma, 

please pray for her and her family and that treatments can defeat this cancer 

 

Bill Berryhill: latest test showed that his PSA was lower, treatments seem to be 

working, continued prayers for this good progress 

 

Don Lawrence: please be praying that the current meds that he is taking will help him 

with some problems he is having, be praying for the family as well as they care for him  

 

Danny Berryhill: recovering from shoulder surgery and has scar tissue on his lung, 

please pray that with medical help this issues can get better 

 

Alvin Henderson (Trib’s husband): he is recovering from lung surgery, please continue 

to keep him in your prayers  

 

Mason Estes: he is need of a liver transplant; please be keeping him and his family in 

your prayers 

 

A Hard Lesson for Many Sowers to Learn 

By Dan Jenkins 

 

When I was a young preacher, I had an important lesson to learn about people 

responding to my teaching and preaching. In those years, I tended to measure the 

impact of my efforts by the numbers who responded immediately. I failed to see the 

many different ways the Bible describes how individuals respond when they are 

taught. 

 

In the parable of the sower, Jesus describes some who turned to the Lord when they 

first hear the gospel. Jesus spoke of the seed, the word, which fell upon this kind of 

listener. “But he who received the seed on stony places, this is he who hears the word 

and immediately receives it with joy; yet he has no root in himself, but endures only 

for a while. For when tribulation or persecution arises because of the word, 

immediately he stumbles” (Matt. 13:20-21). We have all seen this happen in His 

kingdom. Immediate response is not always a blessing. The truth is that it takes longer 

to plant the seed and have a hundredfold response. 

 

Mark records a parable of Jesus which is not found in the other gospel accounts. Jesus 

said, “The kingdom of God is as if a man should scatter seed on the ground, and 

should sleep by night and rise by day, and the seed should sprout and grow, he 

himself does not know how. For the earth yields crops by itself: first the blade, then 

the head, after that the full grain in the head” (Mark 4:26-28). The spread of the 

kingdom involves far more than just sowing the seed. It involves sowing the seed and 

the waiting day and night before it begins to grow. 

 

However, even after it begins to germinate there is first the blade, then the head and 

then later there is the grain fully grown and ready to harvest. Paul described the 

planting of the church in Corinth as him sowing and Apollos watering. Time is so 

often involved in these matters. Then Paul adds, “God gave the increase” (1 Cor. 3:6). 

 

Sometimes we get frustrated when we try to teach others and there is no immediate 

response. We need to spend more time meditating on this parable in Mark. Our work 

is to sow the seed and remember that it is God who gives the increase. The power of 

conversion does not lie in us. Inherent in the seed is the power to change the lives of 

those we teach. The increase comes from God and not from us. 
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THOSE WHO NEED OUR PRAYERS 

 

Russell Estes: he has started taking treatments, there was a new spot found on his liver 

and kidney, please keep him in your prayers  

 

Kristi White: improving for recent setbacks, please pray that she will continue improve 

and will have no further setbacks 

 

Van Roberts: has been diagnosed with pancreatic cancer, please be praying that with 

treatments this cancer can be defeated 

 

Teresa Dunavant Bowles: been placed under hospice care, please keep her and her 

family in your prayers 

 

Kathy Garrison: currently taking chemo and radiation treatments, please pray that the 

treatments will be successful and that she will do well with them 

 

Philip Anderson (Aaron Fletcher’s nephew) : is in renal failure please pray that he will 

receive the help needed to deal with this serious problem 

 

Angie Dykes: recently had surgery to remove cancer from around her eye, please pray 

that they removed all of it and that she has no further problems 

 

Don Beasley (David’s cousin) recovering from recent stroke, please pray that he makes 

a complete recovery 

 

Delacy Berryhill: diagnosed with black lung also COPD, please keep him in your 

prayers 

 

This is not to say that we should not think there will never be times when individuals 

immediately obey the gospel. How wonderfully fulfilling is this event when we teach 

others. But may we never forget that God does not measure us by whether individuals 

respond to our teaching. The point is that God did not send us to be harvesters, but to 

be sowers! 

 

Obtained at: www.churchofchristarticles.com  
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Counting Widgets 

By Mike Benson 

 

IT'S DIFFICULT NOT to get discouraged at times about teaching a Bible class, isn't it? 

Teaching is one of those spiritual tasks that rarely provides tangible results. 

 

Years ago I had a close friend in Georgia who was a carpenter by trade. On occasion, 

when the two of us went out driving together, he would slow his truck down, point to 

some nice two-story house over in an open field and say, "I built that." He wasn't trying 

to brag on himself -- that wasn't his nature; he was simply proud of what he had done 

and wanted to share that with me because I was his friend. I never said it, but I couldn't 

help but feel a certain sense of envy during those tours around Bartow County. After 

three or four months of labor, my friend could back away and identify what he had 

accomplished. 

 

Like carpentry, other endeavors produce similar quantifiable results. Those who teach in 

a secular environment can give quizzes and tests to gauge the progress of their pupils. 

People who commit themselves to a fitness program are eventually able to see 

measurable changes in their body and weight. But not so with those of us who are Bible 

class teachers -- we don't have an apparatus to mark the growth of those entrusted to our 

care and tutelage. 

 

I appreciate one author's observations in this realm. He notes: We usually try to measure 

success based on the wrong things. Normally, our natural tendency is to measure our 

effectiveness on things that we can count or see. We delight in trying to count church 

membership, converts, or the number of contacts we are able to accumulate. We want to 

be able to see how many people are now coming to the church as a result of our 

[efforts]. But, "God sees not as man sees, for man looks at the outward appearance, but 

the Lord looks at the heart" (1 Cor. 16:7). We have our focus on the external things 

rather than on the internal things... That is what I refer to as the widget mentality. 

Typically in business we measure our output by the number of widgets that we are able 

to produce. We put raw materials into a big machine, and out the other side come 

widgets. We are able to count the widgets and therefore we are able to measure our 

effectiveness. But that does not always work in the spiritual realm (Cecil 106). 

 

{Cecil, Douglas M. "Being Fruitful." The 7 Principles of an Evangelistic Life. Chicago: 

Moody, 2003.} 

 

Those of us who teach a Bible class rarely, if ever, are granted the opportunity to see 

the actual fruits of our labor. We can't follow our students at home, in school or on the 

job and put a yardstick to their maturation in the faith. If a youngster resolves to be 

more obedient, to cooperate with his or her parents or to have a better disposition, we 

may not be able to witness this evolution in character. If a teenager decides not to 

cheat on an algebra exam because of a lesson we taught on honesty, we may never 

know [this side of eternity] of the silent victory that was won on the battlefield of 

temptation. If a husband and wife determine to work harder on their relationship 

because of a study we delivered on God's will for marriage, we may never be made 

privy to the wondrous transformations taking place in their hearts and house. Growth 

(2 Peter 2:2; 3:18), from our vantage point, is slow and imperceptible. 

 

I've come to the realization that Bible teaching is, by its very nature, a long-term 

investment (1 Corinthians 3:9). It's not just what the kids in our class did or didn't do 

last week, but where they will be twenty years from now. And, it's not just where they 

will be twenty years from now, but where they will be in eternity, and who they in 

turn will have influenced for the Lord (2 Timothy 2:2) before the Last Day. 

 

God's Word produces results. We have that guarantee. "For as the rain comes down, 

and the snow from heaven, and do not return there, but water the earth, and make it 

bring forth and bud, that it may give seed to the sower and bread to the eater, so shall 

My word be that goes forth from My mouth; it shall not return to Me void, but it shall 

accomplish what I please, and it shall prosper in the thing for which I sent it"(Isaiah 

55:10-11 NKJV). Perhaps those of us who teach a Bible class should focus less on 

counting widgets and concentrate more on planting seed (Luke 8:11). 

 

Obtained at: www.gospelgazette.com  


