
 

Today’s Order of Worship 

 

Announcements:   Greg Lowery 

 

Song Leader:    David Key    

 

Opening Prayer:    Eddie Dickinson 

 

On the Table:  Head -  Greg Lowery   

   Servers - Billy Box  

     Josh Berryhill     

     Ralph Burleson 

 

Closing Prayer:   Al Corkren  

 

Preparing the Lord’s Supper  Vertie Mae York  

 

Weekly Service Times 

Sunday 

   Bible Study    10:00 am 

   Morning Worship   10:45 am 

   Evening Worship   5:00 pm 

 

Wednesday 

   Bible Study    7:00 pm 

 

Visit Our Website 

www.brilliantchurchofchrist.org

The 

Brilliant 

Beacon 

Elders:       Deacons: Al Corkren / Josh Berryhill  

David Key / Billy Box     

Eddie Dickinson    Minister: Greg Lowery 

 

Contact Information: 

Brilliant Church of Christ    Phone: (205) 465-9142    

930 Main Street 

P.O. Box 222  

Brilliant, AL 35548 
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Remember: Place Your 
Complete Trust In The Word 
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THOSE WHO NEED OUR PRAYERS 

 

Lannie & Glenda Key: be praying for both of them during this difficult time 

 

Mary Rainey: has bone cancer throughout her body, please be praying for her and her 

family 

 

Jimmie Ann Hardy {Carolyn’s Sister} is in the nursing home in Guin, pray for her she 

has some ongoing health issues 

 

Joey Colburn: is taking treatments for cancer, please pray that the treatments will be 

successful in defeating his cancer 

  

Guy Weeks: last scans should that the cancer has spread, please keep him and his family 

in your prayers 

 

Maddie Bishop (young girl South Haleyville) diagnosed with stage 4 Ewing sarcoma, 

please pray for her and her family and that treatments can defeat this cancer 

 

Bill Berryhill: latest test showed that his PSA was lower, treatments seem to be 

working, continued prayers for this good progress 

 

Don Lawrence: please be praying that the current meds that he is taking will help him 

with some problems he is having, be praying for the family as well as they care for him  

 

Danny Berryhill: recovering from shoulder surgery and has scar tissue on his lung, 

please pray that with medical help this issues can get better 

 

Alvin Henderson (Trib’s husband): he is recovering from lung surgery, please continue 

to keep him in your prayers  

 

Mason Estes: he is need of a liver transplant; please be keeping him and his family in 

your prayers 

 

Kathy Garrison: currently taking chemo and radiation treatments, please pray that the 

treatments will be successful and that she will do well with them 

 

Understanding the Bible 

By Kyle Butt 

 

Take a short drive through any city in the United States and you probably will see 

more church buildings than you can count on your fingers and toes combined. Let 

your fingers take a walk through the nearest phone book and the numbers may reach 

into the hundreds or even thousands. Yet most of these different churches claim to be 

using the same Bible as the book that guides their teachings and practices. With all 

these different beliefs supposedly coming from the Bible, one wonders if it is possible 

for anyone to understand the Bible. Many atheists claim that the Bible is a confusing 

book filled with lies and/or contradictions that cannot be understood. In fact, one 

atheist said that the Bible is “a book that is so unintelligible that not only do ‘non-

believers’ reject it, but those who believe it to be the true word of God cannot agree 

upon its interpretation.” 

 

One thing is for sure: many of those who believe the Bible to be the true Word of God 

do not agree upon its interpretation. But the reason they do not agree is not because 

the Bible is an “unintelligible” book. There are many reasons why people 

misunderstand the Bible and disagree about its meaning. Looking at a few of those 

reasons can help each of us understand the Bible better. 

 

It Cannot Be Understood? 

 

Some people think that since the Bible is the Word of God, then it is too lofty or too 

high to understand. They think that no human can understand God’s Word, and 

therefore it is pointless to attempt such an achievement. The problem with this type of 

thinking is that it flies in the face of what the Word of God actually says. In the Old 

Testament book of Nehemiah, the prophet wrote: 

 

And Ezra opened the book in the sight of all the people…and when he opened it, all 

the people stood up, and Ezra blessed Jehovah, the great God. And all the 

people…bowed their heads and worshipped Jehovah with their faces to the ground. 

and the Levites caused the people to understand the law: and the people stood in their 

place. And they read in the book, in the law of God, distinctly; and they gave the 

sense, so that they understood the reading (Nehemiah 8:5-8, emp. added). 
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THOSE WHO NEED OUR PRAYERS 

 

Russell Estes: he has started taking treatments, there was a new spot found on his liver 

and kidney, please keep him in your prayers  

 

Kristi White: improving for recent setbacks, please pray that she will continue improve 

and will have no further setbacks 

 

Van Roberts: has been diagnosed with pancreatic cancer, please be praying that with 

treatments this cancer can be defeated 

 

Philip Anderson (Aaron Fletcher’s nephew) : is in renal failure please pray that he will 

receive the help needed to deal with this serious problem 

 

Don Beasley (David’s cousin) recovering from recent stroke, please pray that he makes 

a complete recovery 

 

Delacy Berryhill: diagnosed with black lung also COPD, please keep him in your 

prayers 

 

Kim Strickland: discovered a cancerous tumor on her lung, please be praying that this 

cancer will be treatable and defeated 

 

Kaylee Yancy {Vertie’s granddaughter}: will be seeing a cardiologist please pray that 

nothing serious will be discovered 

 

 

In 2 Corinthians 1:13, the apostle Paul wrote: “For we are not writing any other things 

to you than what you read or understand. Now I trust you will understand, even to the 

end.” His point could not have been clearer—the words of the apostle’s letter (and of 

the entire Bible, for that matter) were and still are understandable. The book of 

Ephesians makes a similar statement, “Therefore do not be unwise, but understand 

what the will of the Lord is” (5:17). Make no mistake about it; God inspired the Bible 

in a way that humans can understand it. 

 

The Bible Is Respected, But Not Read 

 

One reason people do not understand the Bible is because so many actually spend 

very little time reading it. George Gallup (the man behind the famous Gallup Polls) 

surveyed many U.S. inhabitants and asked them some basic Bible questions. The 

results of the survey showed the degree of biblical ignorance that is so prevalent 

amidst the citizenry at large. Six out of ten Americans could not say for sure who gave 

the Sermon on the Mount (some even suggested Billy Graham!). At least 50% of 

those polled could not name the four books that compose the gospels in the New 

Testament. Fewer than half could name Genesis as the first book in the Bible. Eight 

out of ten Americans believed the Bible says, “God helps those who help themselves.” 

And 12% of those polled thought that Joan of Arc was Noah’s wife! 

 

Is it any wonder that disagreement about the Bible exists in our society today? Very 

few people are reading The Book, but they still are claiming to know and believe what 

it says. It is like a huge board game where people sit around and argue about the rules 

but never bother to look at the actual rulebook. Should we expect anything but 

confusion and misunderstanding from such a situation? 

 

As simple as the following statement may appear, it nevertheless is true: reading the 

Bible is the only way to understand it. The apostle Paul told the Ephesians: “When 

you read, you may understand my knowledge in the mystery of Christ” (3:4). He also 

encouraged the young preacher Timothy to “give attention to reading” (1 Timothy 

4:13). Nothing clears up misunderstanding about the Bible better than actually reading 

the Bible. 
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Let’s Be Honest 

 

Many people “misunderstand” the Bible because it teaches things that they do not want 

to hear and obey. Instead of changing their sinful lives, they decide to twist the Bible to 

say what they want it to say. The apostle Peter described this situation by saying that 

some untaught and unstable people take the Scriptures and twist them “to their own 

destruction” (2 Peter 3:16). Being honest with the Bible, instead of trying to force it to 

agree with our lives, will help us to understand it better. 

 

Conclusion 

 

In this brief article we have examined just a few of the reason why people 

misunderstand God’s Word. Sometimes they think it cannot be understood, other times 

they do not read it; and on occasion they try to twist it to fit their lives. How can we 

understand the Bible and avoid these pitfalls? By obeying the words of Paul to the 

young preacher Timothy when he said: “Give diligence to present thyself approved unto 

God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, handling aright the word of truth” (2 

Timothy 2:15). 

 

Obtained at: www.apologeticspress.org  

Do not be unequally yoked together with unbelievers. For what fellowship has 

righteousness with lawlessness? And what communion has light with darkness? And 

what accord has Christ with Belial? Or what part has a believer with an unbeliever? 

And what agreement has the temple of God with idols? For you are the temple of the 

living God. As God has said: “I will dwell in them And walk among them. I will be 

their God, And they shall be My people.” Therefore “Come out from among them 

And be separate, says the Lord. Do not touch what is unclean, And I will receive 

you.” (2 Corinthians 6:14-17 NKJV) 

 

The righteous man will turn to God and be blessed. He will read and study God’s law 

day and night (Psalm 1:2). His love for God’s Word will be apparent to all who know 

him (Psalm 119:97-100, 105). 

 

The Almighty will bless the man who holds His Word in such high regard. He will be 

like a tree that has taken roots by the water (Psalm 1:3), which will, in turn, result in 

the production of fruit. Jesus said, “By this My Father is glorified, that you bear much 

fruit; so you will be My disciples” (John 15:8). 

 

God will also cause the righteous man to be like a tree whose leaves always are green. 

They never wither from drought or fall off. In Psalm 34:6-8, the man blessed by God 

is described as a poor man whom the Lord heard. “The angel of the Lord encamps all 

around those who fear Him, And delivers them. Oh, taste and see that the Lord is 

good; Blessed is the man who trusts in Him!” 

 

The Father will cause the righteous man to be prosperous in whatever works he 

undertakes. Jesus said, “And everyone who has left houses or brothers or sisters or 

father or mother or wife or children or lands, for My name’s sake, shall receive a 

hundredfold, and inherit everlasting life” (Matthew 19:29). 

 

We all need to immerse ourselves in God’s Word. It will show us the way to live a 

righteous life and to be blessed by God now and in eternity. 

 

Obtained at: www.gospelgazette.com  

 

 

  The Way of the Righteous 

  By Gary C. Hampton 

 

Every Christian ought to model – to wear – righteousness. Going into evil is a process. The                                                     

singer of Israel wrote, “Blessed is the man Who walks not in the counsel of the ungodly, 

Nor stands in the path of sinners, Nor sits in the seat of the scornful” (Psalm 1:1). The 

righteous man will not even walk by a questionable place (Romans 13:14; 1 Thessalonians 

5:22). If the righteous happens to walk by evil, he certainly should neither stand nor loiter 

around it (1 Corinthians 15:33). Staying around evil will tempt one to sit down and become 

a part of it (Hebrews 6:4-6; 10:26-27). 


