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Announcements:

Greg Lowery
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Josh Berryhill

Opening Prayer:

David Key

On the Table:
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Made Unto David

Eddy Dickinson
Bradley Box
Ralph Burleson
Greg Lowery

Closing Prayer:

Billy Box

Preparing the Lord’s Supper

Dean Key
Weekly Service Times
Sunday

Bible Study
Morning Worship
Evening Worship

10:00 am
10:45 am
5:00 pm
Wednesday

Bible Study

7:00 pm
Visit Our Website
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Elders:
Leonard Key / David Key
Billy Box / Eddy Dickinson
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The Nature of Biblical Edification
By Kevin Cauley
First Thessalonians 5:11 says, “Therefore encourage one another and build one another
up, just as you are doing.” What does it mean to be edified? Without doing a scientific
survey, my guess is that most people would say that being edified means to be
encouraged, to make to feel better, or to have a more positive attitude. So, I did some
searching on the Internet to see if my guess was accurate or not. I found that the
majority of the time, the word is used in the sense of encourage or be made to feel
better. However, when I looked into an English dictionary, I found the following
definition. “Edify: enlighten, to improve the morals or knowledge of somebody.”
Another dictionary said this. “Edify: to instruct or improve spiritually.” Does this
surprise you? Do you think of being instructed as edification? Do you think of gaining
new knowledge when you are edified?
In going back to the Greek language and looking at the word, we find that it comes
from a word that means to build, erect, or set up one thing or another. The word was
originally used to describe the founding and construction of a house. So, it literally
meant to build a place of dwelling out of construction materials. The original sense of
the word can still be found in our language today in the word edifice, a building.
However, in the New Testament, the word is often used metaphorically of imparting
wisdom to another person, that is, instructing another person with words that can be
understood and applied to life. While today the word may be used in the sense of
encourage or make someone to feel good (that is, from a purely emotional point of
view), that is generally not the way that it was used within the New Testament.
There is no doubt that the Bible clearly teaches us to follow after things that edify.
Romans 14:19 states, “Let us therefore follow after the things which make for peace,
and things wherewith one may edify another.” 1 Thessalonians 5:11 states,
“Wherefore comfort yourselves together, and edify one another, even as also ye do.”
And in 2 Corinthians 12:19, Paul says “…we do all things for your edifying.”
However, we also read that not everything that is lawful is something that edifies. Paul
writes in 1 Cor.10:23, “All things are lawful for me, but all things are not expedient: all
things are lawful for me, but all things edify not.” This leads us to ask the question:
what are the kinds of things that truly do edify?
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THOSE WHO NEED OUR PRAYERS
Mary Rainey: has bone cancer throughout her body, please be praying for her and her
family
Patty Berryhill: having problems with a hernia, please pray that the doctors can help her
with this problem
Billy Lee & Jimmie Ann Hardy {Carolyn’s Brother & Sister} both are in the nursing
home in Guin, please continue to pray for them they both have some health issues
Joey Colburn: is taking treatments for cancer, please pray that the treatments will be
successful in defeating his cancer
Don Lawrence: dealing with some heath issues, please continue to keep him your
prayers
Buddy Frazier: undergoing cancer treatments, please keep him in your prayers
Hunter Coal Corkren: treating his kidney problem with medicine, please be praying that
this problem clears up with this treatment
Felicia Berryhill: she is having some ongoing health problems, please pray that she will
be able to receive the right medical treatment to help her
Al Corkren: is home dealing with blood clots in his lung, please be praying that with
meds these clots will be dissolved and that he has no further setbacks.
Angie Ganey Gardner: breast cancer surgery went well and is waiting learn the next
course of treatment, please pray that this cancer will be defeated
David Warren: has been diagnosed with cancer, please pray that it will be treatable
Bobby Sanderson: continues to improve, please pray he has no further problems
Gunner Pendley: suffering from severe brain injury, please keep him and family in your
prayers
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THOSE WHO NEED OUR PRAYERS
Wyatt Spann: is currently fighting a brain tumor, please pray that with medical help he can
win this fight
Pam Davis {Adrian’s daughter} has been diagnosed with cancer, please be praying that it
can be defeated with treatment
Indee Kois {student at BHS}: she is still dealing with some health issues , please pray that
the doctors will be able to help her
Frank Farris: is recovering from a stroke, please keep him in your prayers
Kye Jackson: {Lindsey’s son) diagnosed with arthritis he is 2 years old, pray that he will
receive successful treatment for this arthritis
Faye Jordan (Vertie’s sister): she is improving and is in rehab in Fulton for 21 days, please
pray that she will have no further problems
Jeff Upton (Donna Martian’s Co-worker): weakness in his legs, please pray that this will
improve
Jeff York (Vetrie’s son): is back home and is recovering from recent infection, please pray
that he has no further problems
Judy Shirley: had part of her lung removed because of cancer and is waiting to hear from
the doctors, please pray that she will receive good news
Ruth Addison: experienced a fall last week and is weak, please pray that she will get
stronger and be able to attend worship, which is her desire
Mary Box: experienced a fall had has some cracked ribs and some other health problems,
she is in rehab at the nursing home room #18, please pray that she will get better
Winfred York: in rehab at Hamilton dealing with injures from recent automobile accident,
please keep him and Mrs. Vertie in your prayers
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In 1 Corinthians 14, Paul deals with the problem of the Christians at Corinth speaking
in unknown tongues without the presence of an interpreter. In contrast to the one who
speaks in an unknown tongue, Paul states in verse 3, “But he that prophesiethspeaketh
unto men to edification, and exhortation, and comfort.” In essence Paul is saying that
the unknown tongue does not edify, but prophesy does edify. He states, “For thou verily
givest thanks well, but the other is not edified.” For something to edify, it must have
meaning. Not in the sense of emotion or feeling, but in the sense of the understanding.
That is, if something is not intelligible or comprehendible by the intellect, then it cannot
edify. True edification can only come through a situation where knowledge and
instruction is imparted with the attitude of love.
Let us note Ephesians 4:11-16. These verses speak concerning the subject of
edification of the body of Christ. Verse 12 tells us that one reason God gave the
apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors, and teachers was for the edifying of the body of
Christ. Each of these offices are special in that God uses them to instruct and teach.
Verse 13 tells us that this instruction and teaching has as its object, imparting the
knowledge of Christ. Verse 15 says it is about speaking the truth in love. One cannot be
edified without love (1 Corinthians 8:1). Verse 16 reiterates that instruction and
teaching are for edifying. Truth, knowledge, instruction, and love are all things that are
associated with edifying. We learn then, that edification comes through the avenue of
words when conjoined with the motivation of love on the part of the one edifying.
Biblical edification inherently involves communication. Wordless expressions of
emotion, feeling, or any other element which produces an incomprehensible sound
cannot edify. Speaking the truth in love, however results in godly edifying (1 Timothy
1:4).
Playing an instrument of music is something that is aesthetically beautiful, stirring, and
uplifting, but it cannot edify; it cannot impart knowledge; it cannot instruct. Only the
use of verbal communication when combined with spiritual words and an attitude of
love can accomplish this task. Knowledge alone does not accomplish this task.
Knowledge separated from love does not edify, it merely puffs up (1 Corinthians 8:1).
However, biblical edification is the loving impartation of spiritual instruction designed
to build up the wisdom, knowledge, and understanding of the student to the motivation
of accomplishing the work of the kingdom.
Obtained at: www.churchofchristarticles.com
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The Bible Praises Doctrine
By Dan Jenkins
The disdain some have for doctrine in our day stands in marked contrast to the way the
Holy Spirit exalts it. Instead of having little regard for doctrine, the early church
proclaimed it. Do not lose sight of the charge brought against the apostles, “You have
filled Jerusalem with this doctrine” (Acts 5:28).

The Holy Spirit Commands Preaching Doctrine
What does God want to be the nature of preaching in the kingdom? When Paul wrote
young Timothy he answers this question. “Preach the word! Be ready in season and out
of season. Convince, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine. For the time
will come when they will not endure sound doctrine…” (2 Tim. 4:2-3). Any teaching
that does not involve doctrine is seen by God as a departure from sound doctrine.
Without Doctrine Teaching Is Incomplete
Look at the verse immediately preceding the instructions to preach the word. In the Old
Testament, the phrase “the man of God” was used to refer specifically to the prophets,
who were the men of God. This phrase is part of Paul’s instruction to Timothy. He
affirms that all Scripture comes by the inspiration of God and then lists what this
inspiration gives. The Scripture is “…profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction,
for instruction in righteousness, that the man of God man be complete, thoroughly
equipped for every good work” (2 Tim. 3:16-17). If the man of God ignores the doctrine
found in the Bible, he is imperfect, and he will never equip those who hear him for
every good work.
Doctrine Nourishes the Christian
Listen to Paul’s words again. “If you instruct the brethren in these things, you will be a
good minister of Jesus Christ, nourished in the words of faith and of the good doctrine
which you have carefully followed” (1 Tim. 4:6). Instead of doctrine being detrimental
to spirituality, it nourishes!
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Other Words About Doctrine
The Bible exalts doctrine. Doctrine is part of exhortation and conviction (Titus 1:9). We
are to continue in doctrine (1 Tim. 4:16). We are to carefully follow doctrine (2 Tim.
3:10). Ignoring doctrine results in disputes, arguments, strife and wranglings (1 Tim.
6:3-4). There is so much more which could be added to this.
The next time you hear anyone talk about focusing only on the positives aspects of
Christianity and ignoring the rest, you should be aware of what he has done. He has
ignored sound teaching, departed from the faith, and kept others from God’s way of
nourishing us to spiritual perfection.
Obtained at: www.churchofchristarticles.com

Upcoming Events
Today

Nursing Home

August 18th

Fellowship Meal

August 18th

Bible Bowl
{Cleveland}
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