
 

Today’s Order of Worship 

 

Announcements:   Greg Lowery 

 

Song Leader:    Billy Box     

 

Opening Prayer:    Al Corkren 

 

On the Table:  Head -  Josh Berryhill    

   Servers - Greg Lowery 

     Bradley Box    

     Ralph Burleson 

 

Closing Prayer:   David Key 

 

Preparing the Lord’s Supper  Katie Berryhill  
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Pleasing God 
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THOSE WHO NEED OUR PRAYERS 

 

Lannie & Glenda Key: be praying for both of them during this difficult time 

 

Mary Rainey: has bone cancer throughout her body, please be praying for her and her 

family 

 

Jimmie Ann Hardy {Carolyn’s Sister} is in the nursing home in Guin, pray for her she 

has some ongoing health issues 

 

Joey Colburn: is taking treatments for cancer, please pray that the treatments will be 

successful in defeating his cancer 

  

Guy Weeks: last scans should that the cancer has spread, please keep him and his family 

in your prayers 

 

Maddie Bishop (young girl South Haleyville) diagnosed with stage 4 Ewing sarcoma, 

please pray for her and her family and that treatments can defeat this cancer 

 

Bill Berryhill: latest test showed that his PSA was lower, treatments seem to be 

working, continued prayers for this good progress 

 

Don Lawrence: please be praying that the current meds that he is taking will help him 

with some problems he is having, be praying for the family as well as they care for him  

 

Danny Berryhill: recovering from shoulder surgery and has scar tissue on his lung, 

please pray that with medical help this issues can get better 

 

Alvin Henderson (Trib’s husband): he is recovering from lung surgery, please continue 

to keep him in your prayers  

 

Mason Estes: he is need of a liver transplant; please be keeping him and his family in 

your prayers 

 

Kathy Garrison: currently taking chemo and radiation treatments, please pray that the 

treatments will be successful and that she will do well with them 

 

Romans 6:3-5 - Baptism And The Blood Of Christ 

By Jerry Gross 

 

The thesis of this article is that the scriptures teach that it is in the act of baptism that 

the sinner first experiences the cleansing power of the blood of Christ.  If this thesis 

be true, then it is the case that salvation from sins does not occur at the point of faith 

only, but it does occur for those who are penitent believers when they are baptized 

into Christ. 

 

Please note the following argument: 

1. If it is in the act of immersion in water that the penitent believing sinner first 

experiences the cleansing action of the blood of Christ, then salvation does not take 

place prior to or without baptism. 

 

2. It is the case that, in the act of immersion in water, the penitent believing sinner 

first experiences the cleansing action of the blood of Christ. 

 

3. Therefore, salvation from sins does not take place prior to or without baptism. 

 

This argument is of the valid form Modus Ponens.  If the premises can be shown to be 

true, then the conclusion necessarily follows.  It will be our purpose in the rest of this 

article to demonstrate the truthfulness of these premises by setting forth the Biblical 

teaching of Romans 6:3-5. 

 

The Death and Blood of Christ 

 

In proving these premises, two points need to be established. First, salvation from sin 

entails the cleansing action of the blood of Christ. One should carefully notice the 

several passages that stress the cleansing efficacy of the blood of Christ. It was Jesus 

who “washed us from our sins in his own blood” (Rev. 1:5). John saw a vision of the 

saved who had “washed their robes, and made them white in the blood of the lamb” 

(Rev. 7:14). See also I Peter 1:19, 22; I John 1:7; Heb. 9:14; Eph. 1:7, 2:13. Of course 

one must acknowledge that a physical contact with the literal blood of Christ is not 

intended. But certainly the notion of the individual, personal contact of the sinner’s 

soul with the cleansing power of the blood of Jesus is intended. Therefore, salvation 

does not occur before the blood of Jesus has begun to cleanse one’s soul. 
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THOSE WHO NEED OUR PRAYERS 

 

Russell Estes: he has started taking treatments, there was a new spot found on his liver 

and kidney, please keep him in your prayers  

 

Kristi White: improving for recent setbacks, please pray that she will continue improve 

and will have no further setbacks 

 

Van Roberts: latest scans should that the cancer has started affecting his bones, plans to 

change up his treatments, please be praying these treatments can help him 

 

Philip Anderson (Aaron Fletcher’s nephew) : is in renal failure please pray that he will 

receive the help needed to deal with this serious problem 

 

Don Beasley (David’s cousin) recovering from recent stroke, please pray that he makes 

a complete recovery 

 

Delacy Berryhill: diagnosed with black lung also COPD, please keep him in your 

prayers 

 

Kim Strickland: waiting on results from a biopsy done to check a tumor on her lung, 

please be praying that the tumor will be benign   

 

Kaylee Yancy {Vertie’s granddaughter}: dealing with shrinkage with her esophagus, 

please pray that treatments will be successful in dealing with this problem 

 

Nakoda Posey {infant son of Tiffany Posey}: currently he is off on his growth chart 

parents have asked us to keep him in our prayers that things will change for the better 

 

Sandy Markham: recovering from back surgery please be praying for a successful 

outcome 

 

 

Secondly, the law of excluded middle teaches us that a person cannot at the same time 

be both redeemed by the blood of Jesus and lost. Hence, some precise event in human 

experience must be regarded by God as the occasion when the saving power of the 

blood of Jesus does its redeeming work on the soul of man. There must be some 

precise moment when a person is delivered from the power of darkness and translated 

into the Kingdom of God’s Son. (Col. 1:13). The question then is, when is the blood 

of Christ applied to the soul of the alien sinner thus cleansing his sins, redeeming him, 

and reconciling him to God? 

 

Baptism Into His Death 

 

Paul’s inspired comments in Rom. 6:3-5 answers the questions we have just raised. It 

is in Christ that we have redemption through his blood (Eph. 1:7; Col. 1:14). We are 

baptized into Christ (Rom. 6:3; Gal. 3:26). It is only after we have been raised from 

our watery grave, wherein we were buried with Christ, that we are able to walk in 

newness of life 

(Rom. 6:4). Note that Paul says that in baptism we are baptized into Jesus’ death. We 

are not merely baptized into water; we somehow are united with Christ “in his death.” 

 

The Scriptures clearly teach that there are three separate events relative to the 

justification of an individual. First, there was the event of the death of Jesus as a 

sacrifice on the cross. In some sense, this event fits into the scheme of redemption so 

that “we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son” (Rom. 5:10). Then there was 

the event when Christ as our high priest entered into the holy place (heaven, Heb. 

9:24) with his own blood, having obtained eternal redemption for us (Heb. 9:12). 

Then, there is the event wherein each individual obtains the personal benefit of the 

shed blood of Christ. No one of us could be transported back in time in order to die 

with Christ on the cross. But each one can die to sin and be buried in baptism with 

Christ into his death. Christ’s blood was shed for the remission of sins (Matt. 26:28); 

he shed his blood in his death (John 19:34); we are baptized into his death (Rom. 6:3). 

It is only when the blood is applied to the soul of the sinner that cleansing takes place. 

It is clear that such cleansing takes place when one is obedient to the truth and is 

baptized into the death of Christ and not before. 
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Conclusion 

 

It is evident therefore that it is in the act of immersion into his death (Rom. 6:3) that the 

penitent believer experiences the cleansing efficacy of the blood of Christ. Since one is 

not in Christ before baptism, he cannot be in the realm where redemption through his 

blood is found before that event. Since faith (as subjective belief) is a dynamic, growing 

relationship, faith does not avail itself of the relation that the law of excluded middle 

demands. There are many shades of faith as it grows. At what point in subjective faith 

could one say “it is here that the blood cleanses from sin”? On the other hand, Peter 

assures us that our souls are purified in obeying the truth (I Peter 1:22). Since new life 

does not begin until one’s resurrection from a watery grave, it is clear that the renewing 

and cleansing power of the blood of Christ must operate when one is buried by baptism 

into death. Therefore, since the premises of the valid argument for this article are true, 

the conclusion must also be true, and it is evident that salvation from sins is not at the 

point of faith alone, but is completed when Christ’s blood meets the sinner’s soul in 

baptism. 

 

The Spiritual Sword, Vol. 10, No. 2, January 1979, p. 22-23. 

In his letter to the church at Rome, Paul urged his readers to be careful about this issue. 

He said, “Beloved, do not avenge yourselves, but rather give place to wrath; for it is 

written, ‘Vengeance is Mine, I will repay,’ says the Lord. Therefore ‘If your enemy is 

hungry, feed him; If he is thirsty, give him a drink; For in so doing you will heap coals 

of fire on his head.’ Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good” 

(Romans 12:19-21 NKJV) 

 

As we look around at God’s creation, from the awesome stars and planets in space to 

the intricate details of the human body, we see a God who knows what He is doing and 

is capable of doing what is needed. If God knew what He was doing in creation, He 

certainly knew better than we do and how to manage the issue when someone does evil 

to us. 

 

So, when someone in our lives causes us harm or does evil to us, let us step back, give 

this issue to God, and let Him handle it. God is much more qualified and able to 

oversee the issue than we are! Let it go! 

 

Obtained at: www.gospelgazette.com  

 

Let It Go! 

By Chad Wagner 

 

There are many American movies on the television today. The imagination and ingenuity 

of movie makers are always surprising and innovative. A new American movie coming 

out soon features the main character who is motivated by vengeance. Vengeance is defined 

as “punishment inflicted or retribution for an injury or wrong.” Vengeance is often seen as 

a good motivation in modern American movies, but is vengeance a good motivator for 

Christians? 

 

We often have many challenges in our lives. None of us are exempt from people in our 

lives who cause us harm, speak ill of us, or even endanger our lives. However, as 

Christians, what is our response to those people? Should we seek revenge and vengeance 

upon those who cause us harm? How should we respond to those who do evil in our lives? 

 


