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Who Needs the Church?
By Jon Mitchell
There are many people who go through life thinking that their relationship with God is
just fine while they have little or no relationship with the church. The reasons they
give for staying away from the assembly range from hypocrisy, real or imagined, to the
idea that they can just as meaningfully worship at the fishing hole, in the garden or on
the couch. The line from the Don Williams song rings true for them: “I don’t believe
that heaven waits for only those who congregate.” Their view of Jesus may be that he
simply wanted to spread a message of love. They may see the church as a non-vital
body part like an appendix that they can just as easily do without.
No one can deny that the church is an imperfect thing. By its nature it will always be
imperfect because it is made up of imperfect people just like the folks who criticize it
for its imperfections. But neither can one deny the church’s rightful place and priority
in the life of the Christian…if one believes what the Bible says. The New Testament
simply knows nothing of a faithful Christian who is willfully unattached to other
Christians through corporate worship and spiritual fellowship. Here are just a few of
the truths that the New Testament teaches us about the church.
First, the church is the body of Christ (Col. 1:24). To cut yourself off from the church
is to be cut off from the body, to be amputated. The amputated hand is not only cut off
from the arm but also from the head, who is Christ (Col. 1:18). Let’s be real clear.
The amputated body part dies. So does the amputated Christian.
The church is also the bride of Christ (Heb. 12:22-24; cf. Rev. 21:2). Think about that
for a minute. If we are part of the church, we are part of the bride of Christ. So if we
leave the church, what are we doing? Aren’t we basically walking out on Christ?
Ending our spiritual marriage to him? (Rom. 7:1-4)
The apostle Paul said that the church is the place where God is glorified (Eph. 3:21). If
one leaves the place where God is glorified, how does that one going about glorifying
God? Isn’t it a sign that this person is more concerned with what they want than what
God wants?
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THOSE WHO NEED OUR PRAYERS
Lannie & Glenda Key: be praying for both of them during this difficult time
Mary Rainey: has bone cancer throughout her body, please be praying for her and her
family
Jimmie Ann Hardy {Carolyn’s Sister} is in the nursing home in Guin, pray for her she
has some ongoing health issues
Joey Colburn: is taking treatments for cancer, please pray that the treatments will be
successful in defeating his cancer
Angie Ganey Gardner: fighting against breast cancer, please pray that this cancer will be
defeated
Shauna Silas: diagnosed with thyroid cancer, please be praying that with treatments this
cancer will be defeated
Mary Box: some ongoing other health problems, please keep her in your prayers
Glynda Long: she has been placed under hospice care, please keep her and her family in
your prayers as they go through this trying time
Celia Grace Hamlett, daughter of Gary and Kassie Hamlett, was diagnosed with
MLD(Metachromatic Leukodystrophy); planning on gene replacement treatment; please
pray that these treatments will be successful.
Pam Braden: she is dealing with some ongoing health problems, please continue to keep
her in your prayers
Guy Weeks: is undergoing cancer treatments, please pray that this cancer will be
defeated
Maddie Bishop (young girl South Haleyville) diagnosed with stage 4 Ewing sarcoma,
please pray for her and her family and that treatments can defeat this cancer
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THOSE WHO NEED OUR PRAYERS
Billy Lee {Carolyn’s Brother} he is in renal failure, is back at the nursing home in
Guin, please be praying for him and the staff caring for him
Timmy Weeks: is planning on having total shoulder replacement surgery, let us be
praying that it will be done without any complications
Danny Berryhill: diagnosed with thickness of the heart, please be praying that doctors
can successfully help him with this problem
Bill Berryhill: dealing with cancer found new spot on his kidney, please be praying that
his battle with cancer can be controlled and won
Mason Estes: he is need of a liver transplant; please be keeping him and his family in
your prayers
Judy Barker (David Barker’s Mother): she had been diagnosed with bone and lung
cancer; please keep her and her family in your prayers
Kristi White: diagnosed with cancer affecting her esophagus, stomach and other areas
taking treatments at MD Anderson, please pray this cancer will be defeated
Vertie York: found a small tumor on her brain which is benign, doctor’s feel confident
that it will not be a problem will she her again in about a year, please pray that she has
no complications from this tumor
Austin Carter (Travis Garrison’s Nephew): scans found a mass on his thyroid, please be
praying that this does not turn out to be a serious problem
Wayne Sherry (Arlen’s old boss): currently fighting cancer; pray that this cancer can be
controlled and defeated
Hayden Lackey: he will be going to Children’s, let us be praying that they will
determine why he is having seizures and that they can be stopped or controlled.
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Paul also called the church the household, or family, of God (1 Tim. 3:15). To leave
the church is to leave God’s family. It is to be the prodigal son or daughter (Luke
15:11-32). And until we, like the prodigal son, “come to our senses,” we’ll be
sloppin’ with the pigs.
Peter called the church the possession of God (1 Pet. 2:9). If we decide to no longer
be a part of the church, we decide to no longer be part of what God owns. Therefore,
we are striking out on our own, being on our own man or woman rather than God’s.
That might sound good for a while, this independence, but as far as eternity goes it is
the last place we want to be.
Finally, Paul said that Jesus is the Savior of the church (Eph. 5:23). Do you want
Christ to be your Savior? Do you want him to save you from an eternity in hell? If
you do, then you need to be in his body, the church…because he is the Savior of the
church. The church is who he saves. Back in Noah’s day, there was only one place to
be if you wanted to avoid drowning…in the ark. Today, there is only one place to be
if you want to avoid hell…in the church of Christ.
The church isn’t perfect as it exists on the earth. We’ve already established that fact
and that’s news to no one. But it is perfect in its design because God is its Designer.
God created it with the realization that it would be populated by imperfect people. A
few of those imperfect people may be insincere hypocrites who have no interest in
being truly transformed. God knows who they are. But the rest of them are
conscientious men and women who are acutely aware of their own sin and
shortcomings. They know they are not perfect in and of themselves. But they also
know they are perfected by the One who is. So they stay with his church. You would
do well to stay with it too.
Otherwise you’ll spend longer than you bargained for with those hypocrites you
allowed to keep you from the church.
Obtained at: www.churchofchristarticles.com
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We Need More Timothy’s
By Dan Jenkins
We need as many “Timothys” in the church as we possibly can have—both young men
and young ladies. These young people are becoming spiritual leaders in the church.
“Timothys” just do not accidently happen. To understand the part you play in their
growth, consider the influences in the life of Timothy, Paul’s young companion.
“Timothys” are made because of the influence of parents and grandparents. Paul’s son
in the faith came from an unusual background. From early childhood, there was the
influence of his mother and grandmother (2 Tim. 3:15; 1:5). His father was a pagan, yet
such did not keep Lois and Eunice from shaping his life. The home shapes the lives of
all of us.
“Timothys” are made because of the influence of congregations they attend. When Paul
decided to take Timothy with him on his second missionary journey, the brethren at
Lystra and Iconium spoke highly of him (Acts 16:2). Imagine how Timothy must have
felt knowing that many brethren would stand up and support him. Lois and Eunice knew
of his faith and, as he grew, others saw it.
“Timothys” are made because of the influence of elders. We know very little of the
details of that time when the eldership laid their hands on young Timothy, but that
influence of church leaders had to shape his life tremendously (1 Tim. 4:14). When Paul
and Barnabas were sent out as missionaries, the church laid hands on them to signify the
importance of their work (Acts 13:3), and perhaps this same thing happened to Timothy.
Even without knowing the details we can see the important role elders played in his life.
“Timothys” are made because of the influence of preachers. Paul taught Timothy the
gospel, and he was the first preacher who molded the young man’s life. He also knew
Barnabas, Silas, Sopater, Aristarchus, Secundus, Gaius, Tychicus and Trophimus (Acts
20:4). These men traveled with Paul and Timothy and no doubt were part of Timothy’s
growth.
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“Timothys” are made because of the influence of members of the church. Timothy
knew Lydia, the jailor at Philippi, Aquila, Priscilla, Crispus, Sosthenes, Gaius and a
host of unnamed Christians in every church he visited. His life is such a vivid
illustration of the importance of every member shaping the lives of younger Christians.
“Timothys” are being made in the church today. Take time to pray and think about the
role you can play in being part of this great work today at this congregation. Get
involved in the lives of our young people. The destiny of the church lies in their hands.
They need your influences on them!
Obtained at: www.churchofchristarticles.com

