
 

Today’s Order of Worship 

 

Announcements:   Greg Lowery 

 

Song Leader:    Eddie Dickinson     

 

Opening Prayer:    Billy Box  

 

On the Table:  Head -  Greg Lowery   

   Servers - Josh Berryhill  

     Ralph Burleson    

      

 

Closing Prayer:   Al Corkren     

 

Preparing the Lord’s Supper  Michelle Lowery  

 

Weekly Service Times 

Sunday 

   Bible Study    10:00 am 

   Morning Worship   10:45 am 

   Evening Worship   5:00 pm 

 

Wednesday 

   Bible Study    7:00 pm 

 

Visit Our Website 

www.brilliantchurchofchrist.org
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Elders:       Deacons:  

David Key / Billy Box    Al Corkren / Josh Berryhill  

Minister: Greg Lowery 

 

Contact Information: 

Brilliant Church of Christ    Phone: (205) 465-9142    

930 Main Street 

P.O. Box 222  

Brilliant, AL 35548 
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This Is Where  
I Want To Be 
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THOSE WHO NEED OUR PRAYERS 

 

Lannie & Glenda Key: be praying for both of them during this difficult time 

 

Mary Rainey: has bone cancer throughout her body, please be praying for her and her 

family 

 

Jimmie Ann Hardy {Carolyn’s Sister} is in the nursing home in Guin, pray for her she 

has some ongoing health issues 

 

Joey Colburn: is taking treatments for cancer, please pray that the treatments will be 

successful in defeating his cancer 

  

Maddie Bishop (young girl South Haleyville) diagnosed with stage 4 Ewing sarcoma, 

please pray for her and her family and that treatments can defeat this cancer 

 

Don Lawrence: please be praying that the current meds that he is taking will help him 

with some problems he is having, be praying for the family as well as they care for him  

 

Danny Berryhill: dealing with problems with his lung and heart, please pray that with 

medical help he can get better 

 

Mason Estes: he is need of a liver transplant; please be keeping him and his family in 

your prayers 

 

Kathy Garrison: currently taking chemo and radiation treatments, please pray that the 

treatments will be successful and that she will do well with them 

 

Eddy Posey: dealing with brain cancer, please keep him and his family in your prayers 

 

Hunter Stewart: scheduled to see a neurologist, pray he will receive the help he needs 

 

Mason Salter: 16 year old diagnosed with Sickle Cell Crisis; pray for him, his family, 

and the medical staff working with him 

 

The Model Church 

By Alan Highers 

 

God first created by miracle then propagated by law.  The first man and the first 

woman were brought into being by miraculous action, but the human race was then 

propagated by natural law.  Other miracles were performed when necessary to God’s 

purposes, e.g., the virgin birth of Christ, but the general rule has been that God 

created the prototype and then set into motion the procedure by which proliferation 

would take place.  A misunderstanding of this principle sometimes leads individuals 

to say, “Every birth of a child is a miracle!”  They fail to recognize that a miracle is 

an event which is above natural law.  The birth of a child, though a wondrous event, 

is according to the law of procreation which God has established, and thus not a 

miracle in the biblical sense, but the birth of Jesus, being of a virgin, is above natural 

law and is inexplicable solely by natural means. It was truly a miraculous birth. 

 

Likewise, in the spiritual realm, God has set certain things into operation by 

miraculous means, and then perpetuated them by divine law.  The church first came 

into existence by supernatural acts, but it was reproduced through spiritual principles 

given by God.  Jesus promised that the kingdom would come “with power” (Mark 

9:l); the apostles received power when the Holy Spirit came upon them (Acts 1:8), 

which transpired on the day of Pentecost as recorded in Acts, chapter 2.  Thus, the 

church began pursuant to miraculous or supernatural events.  Thereafter, however, the 

church was spread as men went everywhere preaching the word (Acts 8:4).  The 

gospel became the seed of the kingdom.  In fact, it is said that Jesus preached “the 

gospel of the kingdom of God” (Mark 1:14).  In explaining the parable of the soils, 

Jesus stated: “The seed is the word of God” (Luke 8:11).  So, the church, as the body 

of Christ, began miraculously, but like humankind, it is perpetuated by God’s law, 

through the preaching of the gospel.  As Adam and Eve were the prototypes of the 

human race, so also the first church, established in Jerusalem on Pentecost, became 

the “model church”. 

 

It is important to remember that the first man and woman were perfect as they came 

from the mind of God, but they were finite as humans and therefore subject to err.  In 

like manner, the church has two sides: the divine and the human.  On the divine side, 

the church, as it existed in the mind of God, and as God wanted it to be, is perfect; on 

the human side, however, as comprised by fallible beings, men often fell short of  
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THOSE WHO NEED OUR PRAYERS 

 

Russell Estes: continue to keep him in your prayers as he battles cancer  

 

Kristi White: recovering from recent setbacks; please pray that she can overcome these 

issues as she fights cancer 

 

Van Roberts: started a new round of treatments; continue to pray for him to have 

strength as he takes these treatments for cancer 

 

Philip Anderson (Aaron Fletcher’s nephew) : is in renal failure please pray that he will 

receive the help needed to deal with this serious problem 

 

Don Beasley (David’s cousin) recovering from recent stroke, please pray that he makes 

a complete recovery 

 

Delacy Berryhill: diagnosed with black lung also COPD, please keep him in your 

prayers 

 

Nakoda Posey {infant son of Tiffany Posey}: currently he is off on his growth chart 

parents have asked us to keep him in our prayers that things will change for the better 

 

Shauna Silas: currently taking oral treatments for cancer, please pray that the meds will 

help her 

 

Henry Franks: 9 year old battling cancer; please pray that his next scans reveal that 

treatments are working in defeating his cancer 

 

 

 

 

what God required.  Therefore, the Jerusalem church and other New Testament 

congregations constitute a model or pattern for us as they were faithful to Gods plan. 

 

Growth of the Early Church 

 

When the church came into existence on Pentecost (Acts 2), Peter preached Christ as 

the resurrected Lord.  He told the house of Israel “that God hath made that same 

Jesus, whom ye have crucified, both Lord and Christ” (Acts 2:36).  The people were 

stricken in their hearts, and cried out, “Men and brethren, what shall we do?”  Peter 

answered: “Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for 

the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost” (Acts 2:37-38).  

Three thousand souls obeyed the gospel on that very day (Acts 2:41).  Later, the 

number of the men came to be about five thousand (Acts 4:4).  Believers were the 

more added to the Lord (Acts 5:14), and the number of disciples multiplied (Acts 

6:7).  The number of disciples in Jerusalem at this time, before they were spread 

abroad by persecution, may have numbered between twenty and twenty-five 

thousand. 

 

Since Jerusalem was the first church, it behooves us to look at its rapid and amazing 

growth and to determine from the early chapters of Acts some of its characteristics. 

 

Why Did the Early Church Grow? 

 

1. Steadfastness. “And they continued stedfastly…” (Acts 2:42).  The expression 

denotes the idea of endurance and perseverance.  One of the hindrances to church 

growth today is the “on again, off again” status of many church members.  Some are 

zealous for a while, then they lose interest.  One of the great needs in the church is 

steadfastness. 

 

2. Faithfulness. “And they continued stedfastly in the apostles’ doctrine …“ It was 

not only that the early disciples were steadfast, but it was also important how they 

were steadfast.  They were faithful in doctrine.  Paul admonished Timothy: “Take 

heed unto thyself, and unto the doctrine; continue in them: for in doing this thou shalt 

both save thyself, and them that hear thee” (I Tim. 4:16).  The early church valued 

the truth.  Their emphasis on “the apostles’ doctrine” did not keep them from 

growing. They maintained their convictions, yet they grew.  It is unfortunate that  
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some today feel if we preach the truth, we will drive people away.  The first-century 

church spoke the truth, and “the number of disciples multiplied.” 

 

3. Unity.  “And the multitude of them that believed were of one heart and of one 

soul…” (Acts 4:32)  There was a common purpose that held the disciples together. 

What higher compliment could be paid to a congregation today than to say they are “of 

one heart and of one soul”?  Yet, in many places today we find division and 

fragmentation, even among those who agree in matters of doctrine.  All too often, the 

problem is caused by works of the flesh: jealousy, envy, anger, and pride.  We must 

learn to put aside these fleshly attitudes and to elevate the cause of Christ above petty 

differences so that we all may “be perfectly joined together in the same mind and in the 

same judgment” (I Cor. 1:10). 

 

4. Benevolence.  The disciples were generous one toward another: “Neither said any of 

them that ought of the things which he possessed was his own” (Acts 4:32).  Further, 

they did good “unto all men” as they had opportunity (Gal. 6:l0; II Cor. 9:13). 

 

5. Discipline. When Ananias and his wife, Sapphira, sold a possession and lied about 

the proceeds, they were stricken dead and carried away to be buried (Acts 5:1-10) We 

are told that “great fear came upon all the church, and upon as many as heard these 

things” (Acts 5:11).  We might think that all would be afraid of the church thereafter, 

but the text records that “believers were the more added to the Lord” (Acts 5:14).  We 

sometimes forget that God’s plan works! Discipline now is administered by admonition 

and, if necessary, withdrawing from those who walk disorderly (II Thess. 3:6).  There 

is often great reluctance to practice discipline as taught in the first-century church, but 

it is a necessary component of church growth for at least five reasons: (1) to 

demonstrate to the world that the church does not tolerate sin; (2) to warn those within 

the body against sin; (3) to keep the church pure; (4) to restore the erring; and, (5) to be 

obedient to scriptural teaching. 

 

 6. Daily Emphasis. “And they, continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and 

breaking bread from house to house, did eat their meat with gladness and singleness of 

heart” (Acts 2:46).  The early disciples carried their faith with them on a day-to-day 

basis. Often there is a tendency for us to be “Sunday-oriented” or “building-oriented,” 

i.e., we confine our religious emphasis to assemblies on the Lord’s day or to occasions 

when we meet at the church building. These disciples never lost sight of their spiritual 

mission.  “And daily in the temple, and in every house, they ceased not to teach and 

preach Jesus Christ” (Acts 5:42). 

 

7. Commitment.  After the apostles had been taken before the council and ordered not 

to speak in the name of Jesus, they were beaten and released.  We are then told that 

“they departed from the presence of the council, rejoicing that they were counted 

worthy to suffer shame for his name” (Acts 5:41).  Such devotion!  They rejoiced that 

they were “counted worthy“ to suffer shame for his name. Peter later admonished: 

“Yet if any man suffer as a Christian, let him not be ashamed; but let him glorify God 

on this behalf” (I Pet. 4:16).  These early disciples certainly manifested this attitude.  Is 

it any wonder that the early church grew? 

 

Conclusion 

 

Is the congregation where you worship a “model” church?  Is it patterned after the 

New Testament order?  If not, what is lacking?  What can be done to encourage more 

congregations today to grow and develop as the first-century church did? 

 

God has given us a model in his word for the church.  We must take seriously our 

responsibility to pattern ourselves after that divine ideal. 

 

The Spiritual Sword, Vol. 24, No. 3, April 1993, p. 1-3. 


