The Brilliant Beacon

Page – 8 -

The Brilliant Beacon

Today’s Order of Worship
Announcements:

Greg Lowery

Song Leader:

Billy Box

Opening Prayer:

Eddy Dickinson

On the Table:

Head Servers -

We All Stand
Accountable

Greg Lowery
Bradley Box
Ralph Burleson
Josh Berryhill

Closing Prayer:

Charles Berryhill

Preparing the Lord’s Supper

Michelle Lowery
Weekly Service Times
Sunday

Bible Study
Morning Worship
Evening Worship

10:00 am
10:45 am
5:00 pm
Wednesday

Bible Study

7:00 pm
Visit Our Website

www.brilliantchurchofchrist.org
Elders:
Leonard Key / David Key
Billy Box / Eddy Dickinson

Brilliant Church of Christ
930 Main Street
P.O. Box 222
Brilliant, AL 35548

Deacons: Al Corkren / Josh Berryhill
Minister: Greg Lowery
Contact Information:
Phone: (205) 465-9142

The
Brilliant
Beacon

11/17/2019

The Brilliant Beacon

Page – 2 -

Repentance
By Doug Hersey
When speaking to an assembly in Athens, Paul made a statement about God and
repentance which is recorded in Acts 17:30, God “now commandeth all men every
where to repent”. The command for man to repent is universally extended to all. It has
been said that repentance is the hardest command of all to obey. True repentance has
three major elements which are necessary in order to be valid Biblical repentance.
The Intellectual component of Repentance is that change of a sinner’s mind that leads
him or her to turn from evil ways and live according to the will of God. Intellectually,
human beings must perceive sin as evil and the divine law as perfect and binding. One
must also realize that they have sinned and fallen short of the requirements of God,
(Romans 3:23).
There is an emotional aspect to repentance as well. It is possible to have a knowledge
of sin without recognizing it as something that dishonors God and beings ruin upon
humanity. A change in emotional attitude is necessary in genuine repentance. A
Christian cannot be emotionally indifferent to sin, rather, they must have a genuine
sorrow over it.
The type of sorrow that issues in repentance must be distinguished from that which is
simply remorse. There is a godly sorrow and a worldly sorrow: the former brings life,
the latter death. The difference between the two is distinguishable by one’s actions.
True repentance because of sorrow must be accompanied by action. Those who do not
turn from their sinful behavior have not exhibited the Godly sorrow which leads to
salvation, (2 Corinthians 7:9-10).
The most prominent characteristic of true repentance is the changing of one’s will. This
is the action aspect of true repentance. It involves not only a conviction of personal
sinfulness but also an earnest attempt to abandon one’s old life and turn to a life of
righteousness according to God’s will. The demand for repentance clearly implies
human free will and an earnest desire to seek and serve God according to His
righteousness (Romans 10:3).
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THOSE WHO NEED OUR PRAYERS
Mary Rainey: has bone cancer throughout her body, please be praying for her and her
family
Patty Berryhill: having problems with a hernia, please pray that the doctors can help her
with this problem
Billy Lee & Jimmie Ann Hardy {Carolyn’s Brother & Sister} both are in the nursing
home in Guin, please continue to pray for them they both have some health issues
Joey Colburn: is taking treatments for cancer, please pray that the treatments will be
successful in defeating his cancer
Buddy Frazier: undergoing cancer treatments, please keep him in your prayers
Hunter Coal Corkren: treating his kidney problem with medicine, please be praying that
this problem clears up with this treatment
Felicia Berryhill: she is having some ongoing health problems, please pray that she will
be able to receive the right medical treatment to help her
Angie Ganey Gardner: breast cancer surgery went well and is waiting learn the next
course of treatment, please pray that this cancer will be defeated
David Warren: his surgery went well, please be praying that his cancer will be defeated
Bobby Sanderson: continues to improve, please pray he has no further problems
Gunner Pendley: recovering from severe brain injury and is in Shepherd’s in Atlanta,
please keep him and family in your prayers
Randy Pickard, Sr.: dealing with some health problems, please pray that the doctors will
be able to help him
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THOSE WHO NEED OUR PRAYERS
Wyatt Spann: found new spot on his brain and lower spine, please pray that he will win
this fight and defeat this cancer
Frank Farris: is recovering from a stroke, please keep him in your prayers
Kye Jackson: (Lindsey’s son) has some health problems, please pray that the doctors will
be able to help him
Jeff Upton (Donna Martian’s Co-worker): weakness in his legs, please pray that this will
improve
Mary Box: some ongoing other health problems, please pray that she will improve
Ren Garrison (Donna Martian’s Nephew): will have an operation dealing with an issue
concerning his heart, please be praying that surgery will be successful in dealing with this
problem.
Tyler Upton: is at Shepherd’s in Atlanta dealing with from injuries received in an
automobile accident, please keep him and his family in your prayers
W. H. Box: recovering from recent bypass surgery, please pray that he will have a
successful recovery
Kloie Moore (infant) : she is in Children’s diagnosed with RSV, pneumonia and
bronchitis, please pray that with medical help she will be able to regain her health without
any side effects
Continue to pray for the Blanchard family as they search for their daughter Aniah, pray
that they find her alive and well
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True repentance has been defined as a sorrow and conviction of one’s heart over sin
that leads to a change in behavior.
The relation of repentance to salvation is one of necessity. . In Luke 13:3 we read the
words of Jesus saying that “except ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish”. Failure to
repent leaves one in a state of condemnation which will result in one’s spiritual death.
In short, those who fail to recognize sin, be sorrowful for it and turn from that life to a
new life will be condemned to eternal separation from God.
Have you truly repented? Are you obedient to the will of God? If not, then we invite
you to visit our website or attend services with us and learn more of God’s will for man
concerning repentance.
Obtained at: www.churchofchristarticles.com
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A Disposition of Inward Joy
By Jonathan McAnulty

In Christ, it is possible to have an attitude sufficient so as to weather any storm, or face
any trial, and do so with joy, hope, and love.

It is a truth of life that our disposition is determined more by our inward man than by our
exterior circumstances. Consider two friends, working at the same job, facing the same
difficulties, and yet approaching them very differently.

Such a feat requires, it is true, a good reworking of the inward man, but that is what Christ
truly wants to give to us. “Be transformed by the renewing of your mind,” says the Bible
(Romans 12:2). Let God renew that inward man on a daily basis (cf. 2 Corinthians 4:16).
Learn to think on those things good, lovely and noble (cf. Philippians 4:8).

“I can’t see things ever getting better,” says the first, “I’m getting older, my health is
getting worse; there is hardly enough money to pay the bills, and I find no joy in life.”
“Things are great and getting better,” says the second, “Life is wonderful.”
“How can you say such a thing,” asks the first, “You are no healthier than I, no wealthier
than I, and you face many of the same difficulties I do.”
“My outward man is dying, it is true, but my inward man is being renewed daily. My
bank account is empty, but I have treasures laid up in heaven. And the difficulties are
nothing compared to the joy that awaits me in heaven (cf. 2 Corinthians 4:16; Matthew
6:19-20; Romans 8:18).”
Attitude is everything when dealing with life, and God makes it possible to have a great
attitude. Not a naïvely unreasonable attitude, but rather an optimistic hope based in the
firm promises of God.
One of the great examples of this, oft cited, is that of the men, Paul and Silas, who, having
been arrested for preaching the gospel, subsequently beaten soundly, and then locked,
injured and wounded, in stocks in the bottom of a dungeon, spent the next few hours
singing songs and offering praise to God (Acts 16:25). Their outward circumstances were
as sad, tragic and deplorable as could be; but their sins were forgiven and they had been
freed in Christ, and thus had joy in their hearts sufficient as to sing.
These two saints were just following the example of Christ, who, having been beaten,
tortured, stripped naked, and nailed to a cross, was able to say, in the midst of pain,
“Father, forgive them(Luke 23:34).” Though His outward circumstances were horrific,
Jesus was able to commend Himself to God, and had the firm and true hope that He
would soon be once more in paradise (cf. Luke 23:43, 46).

Unfortunately, many seek only a superficial sort of religion that consists of little more
than outward show. Of such was the religion of the Pharisees which Jesus condemned,
likening them to white-washed tombs, that, while they looked rather clean and lovely on
the outside, were filled with rot and decay (cf. Matthew 23:27). Such a religion is
worthless for overcoming the trials of life, and sadly, in such a religion, there is no true
hope. If the inward man is dead, the trials of life will too often prove superior to our faith
and joy. We will find ourselves feeling bleak and lost. If the inward man is dead, then we
truly are lost, and eternity will be bleak.
If you want the full blessings of Christ (cf. Ephesians 1:3) then you must allow Him to
work on changing you inwardly, replacing the worldly with the spiritual, the sinful with
the righteous, and the temporary with the eternal. Such change begins with faith and
repentance, a forgiveness of sins in the waters of baptism, and a new life in Christ. But as
we walk with Christ, through our obedience to His word, we allow Him to continue to
work on us inwardly.
Such a process is well worth it, producing as it does, joy eternal, peace that passes
understanding, and an overflow of love within and without us. With such gifts, we can
weather any trial, and come out as victors (cf. Romans 8:35-37).
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