
 

Today’s Order of Worship 

 

Announcements:   Greg Lowery 

 

Song Leader:    Eddie Dickinson     

 

Opening Prayer:    Billy Box  

 

On the Table:  Head -  Greg Lowery   

   Servers - Josh Berryhill  

     Ralph Burleson    

      

 

Closing Prayer:   Al Corkren     

 

Preparing the Lord’s Supper  Michelle Lowery  

 

Weekly Service Times 

Sunday 

   Bible Study    10:00 am 

   Morning Worship   10:45 am 

   Evening Worship   5:00 pm 

 

Wednesday 

   Bible Study    7:00 pm 
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Dreams Can Come True 
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THOSE WHO NEED OUR PRAYERS 

 

Lannie & Glenda Key: be praying for both of them during this difficult time 

 

Mary Rainey: has bone cancer throughout her body, please be praying for her and her 

family 

 

Jimmie Ann Hardy {Carolyn’s Sister} is in the nursing home in Guin, pray for her she 

has some ongoing health issues 

 

Joey Colburn: is taking treatments for cancer, please pray that the treatments will be 

successful in defeating his cancer 

  

Maddie Bishop (young girl South Haleyville) diagnosed with stage 4 Ewing sarcoma, 

please pray for her and her family and that treatments can defeat this cancer 

 

Don Lawrence: please be praying that the current meds that he is taking will help him 

with some problems he is having, be praying for the family as well as they care for him  

 

Danny Berryhill: dealing with problems with his lung and heart, please pray that with 

medical help he can get better 

 

Mason Estes: he is need of a liver transplant; please be keeping him and his family in 

your prayers 

 

Kathy Garrison: currently taking med’s to help fight cancer, please continue to pray that 

this cancer can be defeated 

 

Eddy Posey: dealing with brain cancer, please keep him and his family in your prayers 

 

Hunter Stewart: scheduled to see a neurologist, pray he will receive the help he needs 

 

Mason Salter: 16 year old diagnosed with Sickle Cell Crisis; pray for him, his family, 

and the medical staff working with him 

 

Russell Estes: continue to keep him in your prayers as he battles cancer  

 

 

The Healing Power of the Big Picture 

By Andy Robison 

 

Joseph had been humbled by his brothers and exalted by God (Genesis 37-50). 

Jealousy had prompted murderous notions among his kin, but cooler heads succeeded 

in lowering their presumptuous sentence to slavery. When serving faithfully and 

thereby exalted to a chief position in his master's house, Joseph was falsely accused 

and subsequently imprisoned. Serving well there, he rose to prominence even among 

the inmates. Upon interpreting dreams and patiently waiting, he was finally released 

from prison to become, of all things, second power in the land -- under only the 

supervision of Pharaoh himself. Indeed, "whatever he did, the Lord made it prosper" 

(Genesis 39:23b NKJV). 

 

In full power of the food supply for Egypt and the surrounding world during the time 

of predicted famine, Joseph encounters those brothers who had started his outlandish 

journey into foreign lands and infamous circumstances. They came begging this 

Egyptian leader for food, but they did not yet know it was Joseph. He toyed with 

them a while, then could no longer contain his emotion. He "wept aloud," and with 

poignant bluntness tempered by curious humility made himself known: "I am Joseph; 

does my father still live?" (Genesis 45:2-3). 

 

From this point, the brothers' reaction was quite predictable, but one could argue 

Joseph's was quite not. The brothers had already been hounded by their guilt (Genesis 

42:21-22). Now, the one they sold and called murdered not only stood in their 

presence but also was in utter, life-and-death, control of their fate. It is no wonder 

Joseph's "brothers could not answer him, for they were dismayed in his presence" 

(Genesis 45:3). 

 

This point in the story is an appropriate time for pause and reflection. In Joseph's 

shoes, what might I do? Might bitterness rule my decision? Might revenge exact its 

ignoble lashes through the authority of my position? 

 

This point is, further, a good stopping place to make more realistic application. I'll 

likely never be second in power in the world's mightiest empire, and I don't even have 

any brothers. But, is there something here to learn? 



 
 

e
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THOSE WHO NEED OUR PRAYERS 

 

Kristi White: latest scans showed that she was cancer free; please continue to keep her 

in your prayers that she will continue to improve 

 

Van Roberts: finished radiation treatments continue to pray for him to have strength so 

he can have surgery to cement his vertebrae and that his cancer can be defeated  

 

Philip Anderson (Aaron Fletcher’s nephew) : has renal failure and has started taking 

dialysis, please continue to keep him in your prayers 

 

Don Beasley (David’s cousin) recovering from recent stroke, please pray that he makes 

a complete recovery 

 

Delacy Berryhill: diagnosed with black lung also COPD, please keep him in your 

prayers 

 

Nakoda Posey {infant son of Tiffany Posey}: currently he is off on his growth chart 

parents have asked us to keep him in our prayers that things will change for the better 

 

Shauna Silas: currently taking oral treatments for cancer, please pray that the meds will 

help her 

 

Henry Franks: 9 year old battling cancer; please pray that his next scans reveal that 

treatments are working in defeating his cancer 

 

Wade Webb: has been diagnosed with bladder cancer; he is awaiting scans; please pray 

that this can be dealt with successfully  

 

Faye Jordan: has blockages going to her heart; please pray that these blockages can be 

removed without any serious issues 

 

Kim Burrows (correspondence student): dealing with Stage 3 kidney disease; pray that 

the doctor’s treating her can deal with this serious problem 

 

Katie & Evie Kate Berryhill: be praying for a successful delivery  

 

 

 

Indeed, there is, and it is found in Joseph's unpredictable reaction. Note what transpired 

between the brother and the bullies of days gone by: 

 

And Joseph said to his brothers, "Please come near to me." So they came near. Then he 

said: "I am Joseph your brother, whom you sold into Egypt. But now, do not therefore 

be grieved or angry with yourselves because you sold me here; for God sent me before 

you to preserve life. For these two years the famine has been in the land, and there are 

still five years in which there will be neither plowing nor harvesting. And God sent me 

before you to preserve a posterity for you in the earth, and to save your lives by a great 

deliverance. So now it was not you who sent me here, but God; and He has made me a 

father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his house, and a ruler throughout all the land of 

Egypt." (Genesis 45:4-8) 

 

How about that? Feelings of malice were so far removed from Joseph that he almost 

seems to thank them for their wicked treatment of him. What point of view could so 

steer the mental and emotional capacity of an individual? 

 

In context, it appears that Joseph's grasp of the big picture freed his energies from 

wasteful preoccupation with the contrast between the rights he had deserved and the 

wrongs he had been done. Israel, the nation through whom the Christ would come to 

die and bless all, was just beginning. The leaders of the famous twelve tribes were none 

other than the brothers who did the selling. This famine was endangering their 

livelihood. Starvation is a slow and treacherous physical death to die. But, even more 

than the physical was at stake. The spiritual well being of the world was hanging in the 

balance. 

 

One may reasonably argue that should these men have died off without progeny, God 

would have provided other means for sending his Son, but the discussion of such is 

totally unnecessary. Why speculate about what could have happened? Rather, be 

amazed, as Joseph was, at what God did! God had worked through the situation handed 

Joseph to bring about good. God has perfect foresight, and was able to save the 

Israelite nation from extinction even at its inception, when only very few of this race 

were alive. And Joseph, being in touch with God's will through his lifelong devotion, 

was able to set aside any pettiness (dare we even call it such? These were mean things 

his brothers did) and praise God for the good wrought even through his suffering. He 

looked at the big picture, and it saved him from the many errors that the bullies of 

malice and vengeance aim to impose upon conscience and ego. 



 

 

 

   The Brilliant Beacon   Page – 4 -    The Brilliant Beacon   Page – 5 - 

So, here it is time for the second pause. Do I have a big enough view of time and God 

to save me from such mistakes? When people hurt me, am I able to avoid the petty 

backlashing and backstabbing that promises to feel so good, but really destroys more 

utterly than the initial offense? Am I able to leave vengeance in the hand of the Lord 

and go about my business trusting that he'll fulfill his promise to exalt the humble 

(James 4:10)? 

 

May each ever remember that only God knows the big picture. Where I fit into the 

scheme of things may not be ascertained in earthly life. I am but duty-bound to obey 

God's commands and trust him to work things out for good (Romans 8:28). 

 

Obtained at: www.gospelgazette.com  

 

 

Consider the eternal fire of judgment which came on Sodom and Gomorrah in the 

opening chapters of the history of mankind. God’s wrath was poured out on them 

because of their sexual immorality and their pursuit of unnatural desires.  They 

are…“set forth as an example, suffering the vengeance of eternal fire” (Jude 7). Yet, 

had they seen and heard what these Galilean cities had seen and heard there would 

have been enough individuals to repent to have spared these cities. 

 

First-century cities which were worse than Sodom! Is it possible that there are twenty-

first century towns, cities and nations worse than Sodom? It is not that we have 

literally seen and heard Jesus and His apostles, but do we know about them? Who in 

our land does not know about Him turning water to wine, parts of the Sermon on the 

Mount, the “Passion of Christ,” the empty tomb early on “Easter” morning? As a 

nation we know these events, but how have we responded? 

 

The heavens proclaimed to Sodom the glory of God and the firmament showed His 

handiwork. They still do in our land. He gave those nations evidence of His existence, 

“in that He did good, and gave us rain from heaven and fruitful seasons, filling our 

hearts with food and gladness” (Acts 14:16-17). He still does. What land has been 

blessed more than ours! 

 

Brethren, make a personal application in our lives. We understand it when applied to 

others, what about ourselves? Think of where we live. Think of what we have seen 

and seen from Him. We know about Him, but have we fully known Him? “To whom 

much is given from him (us) much will be required.” 

 

Obtained at: www.churchofchristarticels.com  

 

Much Will Be Required 

By Dan Jenkins 

 

There is an amazing truth which can so easily be overlooked. Jesus said, “For everyone to 

whom much is given, from Him much will be required” (Matt. 12:48) We understand the 

fairness and the logic behind these words but can so easily fail to see the application in our 

spiritual lives. 

 

In Matthew chapter eleven, we read of that time when Jesus so sternly upbraids several of 

the towns where He and His apostles had preached. “Then He began to rebuke the cities in 

which most of His mighty works had been done, because they did not repent” (v. 20). 

Notice the importance of the word “most.” It was not that He had done many works in 

those cities; He had done the majority of them. Yet, they rejected him and would not 

repent. 

 

Look at the verses which follow. “Woe to you, Chorazin!…Bethsaida!…And to you, 

Capernaum, who are exalted to heaven, will be brought down to Hades; for if the mighty 

works which were done in you had been done in Sodom, it would have remained until this 

day” (vs. 21-23). 


