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The Bible Praises Doctrine
By Dan Jenkins
The disdain some have for doctrine in our day stands in marked contrast to the way the
Holy Spirit exalts it. Instead of having little regard for doctrine, the early church
proclaimed it. Do not lose sight of the charge brought against the apostles, “You have
filled Jerusalem with this doctrine” (Acts 5:28).
The Holy Spirit Commands Preaching Doctrine
What does God want to be the nature of preaching in the kingdom? When Paul wrote
young Timothy he answers this question. “Preach the word! Be ready in season and
out of season. Convince, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine. For the
time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine…” (2 Tim. 4:2-3). Any
teaching that does not involve doctrine is seen by God as a departure from sound
doctrine.
Without Doctrine Teaching Is Incomplete
Look at the verse immediately preceding the instructions to preach the word. In the
Old Testament, the phrase “the man of God” was used to refer specifically to the
prophets, who were the men of God. This phrase is part of Paul’s instruction to
Timothy. He affirms that all Scripture comes by the inspiration of God and then lists
what this inspiration gives. The Scripture is “…profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for
correction, for instruction in righteousness, that the man of God man be complete,
thoroughly equipped for every good work” (2 Tim. 3:16-17). If the man of God
ignores the doctrine found in the Bible, he is imperfect, and he will never equip those
who hear him for every good work.
Doctrine Nourishes the Christian
Listen to Paul’s words again. “If you instruct the brethren in these things, you will be a
good minister of Jesus Christ, nourished in the words of faith and of the good doctrine
which you have carefully followed” (1 Tim. 4:6). Instead of doctrine being detrimental
to spirituality, it nourishes!
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THOSE WHO NEED OUR PRAYERS
Mary Rainey: has bone cancer throughout her body, please be praying for her and her
family
Billy Lee & Jimmie Ann Hardy {Carolyn’s Brother & Sister} both are in the nursing
home in Guin, please continue to pray for them they both have some health issues
Joey Colburn: is taking treatments for cancer, please pray that the treatments will be
successful in defeating his cancer
Felicia Berryhill: she is having some ongoing health problems, please pray that she will
be able to receive the right medical treatment to help her
Angie Ganey Gardner: breast cancer surgery went well and is waiting learn the next
course of treatment, please pray that this cancer will be defeated
Tommy Housh: diagnosed with bladder cancer, please pray that they will be able to
successfully defeat this cancer
Ren Garrison (Donna Martin’s Nephew): is still dealing with an issue concerning his
heart, please be praying that this issue will be dealt with successfully
Shauna Silas: diagnosed with thyroid cancer, please be praying that with treatments this
cancer will be defeated
Ruth Addison: ongoing health problems, please keep her in your prayers
Mary Box: some ongoing other health problems, please keep her in your prayers
Glynda Long: she is fighting stage 4 colon cancer, please pray that this cancer will be
defeated
Don Lawrence: recovering from knee replacement, please be praying that he has a
successful recovery
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THOSE WHO NEED OUR PRAYERS
Celia Grace Hamlett, daughter of Gary and Kassie Hamlett, was diagnosed with
MLD(Metachromatic Leukodystrophy); planning on gene replacement treatment; please
pray that these treatments will be successful.
Virgie McMillan (mother of Ann Box: dealing with complications from a recent stroke,
please keep her in your prayers
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Other Words About Doctrine
The Bible exalts doctrine. Doctrine is part of exhortation and conviction (Titus 1:9).
We are to continue in doctrine (1 Tim. 4:16). We are to carefully follow doctrine (2
Tim. 3:10). Ignoring doctrine results in disputes, arguments, strife and wranglings (1
Tim. 6:3-4). There is so much more which could be added to this.

Karen Chaffin: has had fainting spells, please pray that the doctors can determine what is
wrong and that she will have no serious problems

The next time you hear anyone talk about focusing only on the positives aspects of
Christianity and ignoring the rest, you should be aware of what he has done. He has
ignored sound teaching, departed from the faith, and kept others from God’s way of
nourishing us to spiritual perfection.

Pray for all those dealing with COVID especially those of the household of faith.

Obtained at: www.churchofchristarticles.com

Pam Braden: she is dealing with some ongoing health problems, please pray that those
working with her can help her
Bill Berryhill: scans revealed cancer top of his hip; please be praying that treatments will
be successful in defeating this cancer
Patty Berryhill: recovering from recent intestinal blockages being removed, please pray
that she has no further problems

Upcoming Events
December 20th

3rd Sunday Night Singing & Prayer

December 20th

Holiday Fellowship Night

December 31st

New Year’s Eve - Game Night (Beginning @ 5:00 pm)

(Following Worship)
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Prince of Peace
By Jon Mitchell
Do not think that I have come to bring peace to the earth. I have not
come to bring peace, but a sword. (Matthew 10:34)
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Sinful people don’t like to be told that they’re wrong, and will react in non-peaceful
ways to those who tell them so, no matter how lovingly and peacefully. That’s why
following and proclaiming the teachings of Jesus will bring a sword rather than peace.
It’s not Jesus’ fault that happens. It’s ours.
How do you react to the teachings of Christ…especially when they step on your toes?

The most common question about this verse which I as a preacher receive usually goes
something like this: “How can Jesus say this when he is the Prince of Peace and the
angels were talking about peace on earth the night he was born?”
Good question, and the biblical answer revolves around context (as is usually the case
with most questions about what the Bible says.) Yes, Jesus is the fulfillment of
Isaiah’s messianic prophecy about the Prince of Peace (Is. 9:6). Yes, Jesus and his
apostles promoted peace in their teachings (Matt. 5:9; Rom. 14:19; 2 Cor. 13:11; Gal.
5:22; Eph. 2:14-17; 4:3; 1 Thess. 5:13; 2 Tim. 2:22). So why does Jesus seemingly
contradict himself by saying, “Do not think that I have come to bring peace to the
earth”?
This verse comes in the middle of a discourse in which Christ is sending his twelve
apostles throughout Israel to preach the gospel of the kingdom and is telling them what
to expect (Matt. 10:1ff). He warned them that they will suffer severe persecution due
to preaching his message…but to not fear because God is with them (vs. 16-33). It is
in that context – the context of warning them about how sinful men will react to God’s
message that they preach – that he tells them that he has come to bring a sword rather
than peace to the earth. Immediately after making that statement, he alluded to how
even families will be divided because some will heed his message while others will
not (vs. 35-39). Thus, the lack of peace comes not directly because of Jesus, but
because sinful men reject his teachings of peace.
What was true then is true today. I just read of a Christian missionary who was
hacked to death by a husband simply for baptizing his wife. Faithful Christians have
always been disowned, ostracized, fired, spit upon, bullied, beaten, or killed for simply
following the teachings of Jesus Christ, teachings which promote love, peace, unity,
harmony, and good will towards all…yet also have the nerve to say that some actions
and attitudes of men are wrong and will lead to hell.
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